NAMIBIA’S PRESENTATION TO THE STANDING
COMMITTEE MEETING ON STOCKPILE DESTRUCTION
09-12 FEBRUARY 2004 AND TO PREPARATORY
MEETING ON 13 FEBRUARY 2004 IN GENEVA,
SWITZERLAND
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Ladies and Gentlemen

It is an honour and pleasure to have this opportunity to
address this meeting of standing committee. Let me also
convey my deepest appreciation to our host, the government
of Switzerland, for the very warm welcome that they extend
to me upon arrival, and for unlimited hospitality | continue to
enjoy. More thanks should be given to the Donor Group of
the Sponsorship Programme for offering assistance to the
Namibian participant in this important meeting.

We are gathered here today with a common objective, which
is to create a world free from landmines. This meeting is of
particular importance as it serves as a wake up call as we
prepare for the First Review Conference of the Mine Ban
Treaty later this year in Nairobi, Kenya.

First and foremost, | wish to see this meeting generate a
growing support and enhanced awareness of the
devastating humanitarian effects of landmines.






