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Thank you Madame President. The ICBL looks forward to working closely with
you over the course of the next year. It is a year we view as being of critical
importance in the life of the Mine Ban Treaty. In many ways, we will likely
discover in the coming year if the beautiful words of the treaty are to become the
reality that we have all pledged to bring about: a mine-free world in which the
needs of landmine survivors are fully met.

We will likely discover in the coming year which States Parties are going to meet
the first mine clearance deadlines in 2009, and which are not. It will become
more clear which States Parties are making their best efforts to meet the deadline,
and which are not. We will find out if States Parties are prepared to create a
process for asking for and reviewing requests for extensions of deadlines that will
ensure the credibility of the treaty remains intact — or whether States Parties will
treat this vital treaty obligation, this vital humanitarian imperative, as a feel-good
objective to be dealt with “all-in-good-time.” The ICBL has identified at least 13
countries with deadlines in 2009 and 2010 that do not appear to be on course to
complete clearance.

We will likely discover in the coming year if some key countries with very large
stockpiles of antipersonnel mines, and some countries that have recently emerged
from or are still engaged in conflict, will maintain the stellar record of compliance
with the treaty’s stockpile destruction deadlines. Among those with 2007 and
early 2008 deadlines are Angola, Afghanistan, Belarus, Greece, Serbia, Turkey,
Burundi and Sudan. Some appear to be on track to meet their deadlines, others do
not.

We will likely discover in the coming year if the VA 24 initiative will bear fruit,
or whether it turns out to be a paper exercise. While some progress is being made,
survivors continue to face many of the same problems as in previous years,
including inadequate access to care, lack of variety and effectiveness of assistance,






