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Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction

(Seventh Meeting of the States Parties, 18 September - 22 September 2006, Geneva)

Co-chairmen, Honourable Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Tajikistan Mine Action Programme is being implemented in accordance with our
Five —Year Mine Action Strategic Plan for 2004-2009, which was approved by the national
government on 27 July 2006. Within the framework of this plan we intend to increase our
productivity and cost-effectiveness of mine clearance in 2006 - 2007.

Our major objectives include:
e Reduce impact of landmines on poor communities;

e Double cost effectiveness and productivity of mine clearance, compared with
2006;

e Complete clearance of high and medium impact priority minefields by 2007;

e Complete training of TMAC national management and national mine action
program by 2007,

e Increase MRE and VA activities.

During the period after the last meeting of the Standing Committee, we have cleared
areas totalling more than 100,000 sq. m. More than 800 mines and 20 UXOs were also
identified and destroyed during this process. Since the beginning of August 2006 we have
deployed mine detecting dog teams (MDDT), which within the framework of regional
cooperation were trained at the Mine Dog Centre in Afghanistan during the first half of this
year. The use of the MDDT has allowed us to increase the speed of mine clearance. The
OSCE financially supported the establishment a Mine Detecting Dogs’ Centre in Dushanbe
and the Ministry of Defence has provided training areas for them.

Unfortunately, there have also been two demining accidents this year. First, in April
a French supervisor, Gilles Sarrazin was killed and local deminer Azam Asrorov was
injured. Second, In August local deminer Mehrali Mullomurodov was severely injured while
conducting demining activities in the field and is now left totally blinded.






