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Form A:

1. National Implementation Measures

The Sri Lanka National Mine Action Completion Strategy was developed by the NMAC with the
support of GICHD in collaboration with all other stakeholders. In March 2023, the Government
of Sri Lanka endorsed the Sri Lanka National Mine Action Completion Strategy' 2023-2027,
demonstrating the government’s strategic commitment to completion. Following a mid-term
review process, the strategy was officially reviewed and re-launched in June 2025 as the Reviewed
National Mine Action Completion Strategy 2023—2027, incorporating updated priorities, targets,
and implementation approaches to reflect evolving operational realities and progress achieved to
date.

The first strategic objective focuses on land release and the implementation of an inclusive and
transparent completion survey to facilitate Sri Lanka’s Article 5 obligation. This process enables
the Government of Sri Lanka to declare administrative areas as “mine-free,” indicating confidence
that all known contaminated areas have been identified and addressed, with no remaining evidence
or suspicion of explosive ordnance (EO). The completion survey is being systematically
implemented across all Grama Niladhari Divisions (the smallest administrative units) to identify
any previously unknown contamination and formally declare areas free from EO. Significant
progress has already been achieved, with 1,101 out of 1,389 GN divisions formally declared mine-
free and 1,111 GN divisions recommended for declaration as mine-free, demonstrating substantial
progress toward completion.

The second strategic objective emphasizes strengthening national ownership by ensuring that mine
action structures are adequately resourced, coordinated, and institutionalized. Sri Lanka continues
to demonstrate increasing national commitment, including progressive increases in national budget
allocations and strengthened governance structures such as the re-establishment of the National
Steering Committee on Mine Action in 2025. The NMAC commits to maintaining regular,
transparent coordination with government entities, international donors, operators, and partners
through structured mechanisms, including bi-annual coordination meetings and enhanced
information-sharing platforms such as the national dashboard. This approach aligns with
international commitments under the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and relevant action
plans, reinforcing accountability, transparency, and partnership.

Under the third objective, Sri Lanka will progressively transition from proactive survey and
clearance of known contamination to a residual risk management approach in line with the revised
completion timeline extending toward 2028. Given that clearance of known hazardous areas is

" https://www.gichd.org/publications-resources/publications/sri-lanka-national-mine-action-completion-strategy/



ongoing, full implementation of residual contamination management will not commence by 2027
but will instead be phased in parallel with final clearance activities and post-completion needs.
Residual contamination, defined under international standards as contamination remaining after
all reasonable effort, will be managed through strengthened national capacities. The Government
of Sri Lanka will continue to enhance the role of the Sri Lanka Army Humanitarian Demining Unit
(SLA HDU) to take the lead responsibility over time, while the Sri Lanka Police will conduct
explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) callouts in line with the Prohibition of Anti-Personnel Mines
Act No. 3 of 2022. Preparatory efforts will continue during the remaining clearance period,
including strengthening information management systems, training SLA personnel in IMSMA
Core, ensuring sustainable data management and reporting, and reinforcing Explosive Ordnance
Risk Education (EORE) systems. This phased approach will ensure a smooth, realistic transition
that maintains community safety and establishes sustainable national structures beyond
completion.

With completion timelines extending toward 2027 and beyond, the fourth strategic objective has
been revised from “Staff Transition” to “Capacity Strengthening” to better reflect the evolving
context. Sri Lanka’s mine action programme employs approximately 2,500 personnel across
organizations such as Mines Advisory Group, HALO Trust, Delvon Assistance for Social
Harmony, and SHARP Sri Lanka, many of whom are based in conflict-affected regions. The
revised approach focuses on strengthening staff skills and performance during operations while
supporting long-term employability and sustainable livelihoods. Key efforts include expanding
training programmes (including women-focused initiatives), strengthening coordination with
government and partners, establishing capacity-building systems, and developing structured
transition and redundancy frameworks. The strategy also addresses challenges such as funding
constraints, workforce turnover, and extended clearance timelines by promoting flexibility,
improved monitoring, and sustained staff engagement.

Form B:

2. Stockpiled Anti-Personnel Mines

All stockpiled anti-personnel mines, except those retained for training purposes, were destroyed
on 24 August 2021, almost one year before the Convention deadline. As of 31 December 2025,
the Sri Lanka armed forces retained 5,613 anti-personnel mines for purposes permitted under
Article 3 of the Convention.



Form C:

3. Anti-Personnel Mines Retained or Transferred for Permitted Purposes

As of 31 December 2025, the Sri Lanka armed forces retained 5,613 anti-personnel mines for
purposes permitted under Article 3 of the Convention.

Table 1: Retained for Development and Training

Quantity

Type Remained | Lot number
SL Army 710, 002, 00, 002, 002, 002, 093, 086, 006, 094, 005, 092,
026, 092, 036, 094, 016, 094

P4 MARK 11 5053 SL Air Force 030, 060, 001, 064, 019, 058, 057, 021, 002, 022, 006,
018, 020, 022, 024, 025, 038, 043, 044, 048, 050, 059, 067, 011,
029, 037, 046, 026, 013, 063, 027, 005

Mine AP (CH) 7 No Lot

Mine Anti-Personnel (POF) 17 No Lot

Cleremore (2.5Kg) 10 709

Cleremore (Foreign) 10 701

1069 AP Mine 24 1061

PRB 409 Mine 11 1059

VS 50 Mine 321 712

Type 72 AP Mine 54 711, 9352, 9352, 9352

P7 MK1 Jumping Mine 3 720

M15 AT Mine 85 730

ND MK 1 AT Mine 2 731

M14 AP Mine 1 No Lot

Jony Mine 4 No Lot

Rangan 96 6 No Lot

Standard APM (Factory No Lot

made Pakistan) 2

Standard APM (Chinese) 2 No Lot

Standard APM (German) 1 No Lot

Total 5,613

The Sri Lankan armed forces authorized to retain anti-personnel mines for permitted purposes are
the Sri Lanka Army, Sri Lanka Navy, Sri Lanka Air Force, and Special Task Force. These mines
are retained for training mine detection dogs, testing demining machines, and studying the effects

of blasts from various types of anti-personnel mines on demining equipment.
During the year 2025, 635 anti-personnel mines were used for authorized training and development

purposes. As at 31 December 2025, a total of 5,613 anti-personnel mines were retained by all




armed forces for permitted purposes.

It should be noted that the National Mine Action Centre (NMAC) is reviewing the ground situation
in consultation with all armed forces during 2026. Following verification, a detailed report
covering the period from 2021 onwards will be published.

Form D:

4. Areas known or Suspected to Contain Anti-Personnel Mines

“Sri Lanka wishes to note that certain data reported in Table 4 (Land released and destroyed
items) of its Article 7 Report for the year 2024 require correction. As the 2024 data have already
been reflected in official Convention documentation, these corrections are not presented as a
revised report. Instead, the amended data are provided in Annex I of this report for transparency
and record purposes. Where applicable, these corrections should be read in conjunction with the
information presented in this section”

As of 31 December 2025, there were 605 areas primarily located in the North and East, as well as
other subordinate districts, known to contain anti-personnel mines, totaling 17,121,080.32 square
meters. Additionally, there were 190 areas suspected to contain anti-personnel mines, totaling
4,490,346.80 square meters. These areas, whether confirmed or suspected to contain anti-personnel
mines, are distributed across 10 districts within all three provinces of Sri Lanka, as outlined below:



Table 2: Summary of areas known or suspected to contain anti-personnel mines as of 31

December 2025

Province District Number Number Total Amount of area | Amount of area Total amount of
of areas of areas number | known to contain suspected to area known or
known to | suspected of areas anti personnel contain anti suspected to
contain to | known or mines (square | personnel mines contain anti
anti contain | suspected meters) | (square meters) personnel mines
personnel anti | to contain (square meters)

mines | personnel anti

mines | personnel

mines
Jaffna 08 02 10 539,416.91 45,057.21 584,474.12
Kilinochchi 65 01 66 1,473,608.86 - 1,473,608.86
Northern | Mannar 175 50 225 2,093,451.94 802,337.92 2,895,789.86
Mullaitivu 290 48 338 | 12,122,750.09 | 1,596,684.24 | 13,719,434.33
Vavuniya 38 31 69 520,009.15 | 1,340,355.74 1,860,364.89
NCP Anuradhapura 1 3 26,595.50 4,410.00 31,005.50
Polonnaruwa 4 0 27,630.65 27,630.65
Ampara 17 19 11,134.33 295,435.38 306,569.71
Eastern | Batticaloa 13 17 30 97,763.58 264,078.24 361,841.82
Trincomalee 12 19 31 236,349.96 114,357.42 350,707.38
Total 605 190 795 | 17,121,080.32 | 4,490,346.80 | 21,611,427.12

Source: IMSMA, NMAC

Throughout 2025, the Sri Lanka Mine Action Centre (NMAC) declared 163 areas totaling
4,961,360 square meters as safe zones, free from the presence of anti-personnel mines and other
explosive remnants of war (ERW), for normal human use. These areas, located in eleven districts

across four provinces, were officially released for human activities.

A total of 11,938 anti-

personnel mines, 19 anti-vehicle mines and 2,655 unexploded ordnances (UXO) were safely
removed in accordance with the national mine action standards.

Table 3: Land released and destroyed items in 2025

In square meters No of Items destroyed
Number
Province District Cancelled | Reduced | Cleared Total Number of | of areas
area APs ATs | unexploded | released
area area area
released ordnances
Jaffna 8,091 46,346 99,415 153,852 73 1 86 7
Kilinochchi 11,663 232,187 | 1,031,408 | 1,275,258 5,741 11 1,107 39
Northern | Mannar 0 16,526 52,656 69,182 74 0 51 4
Mullaitivu 81,476 473,061 | 1,907,139 | 2,461,676 5,254 7 1,160 64
Vavuniya 0 114,638 153,058 267,696 132 0 197 15
NCP Polonnaruwa 0 150 23,710 23,860 120 0 0 2




In square meters No of Items destroyed
Number
Province District Cancelled | Reduced | Cleared Total Number of | of areas
area APs ATs | unexploded | yeleased
area area area
released ordnances
Anuradhapura 0 1,183 7,500 8,683 148 0 4 1
Ampara 0 0 15,583 15,583 1 0 1 0
Eastern | Batticaloa 71,753 301,139 149,058 521,950 227 0 35 21
Trincomalee 6,039 25,672 105,071 136,782 168 0 14 9
NwW Puttalam 0 19,572 7,266 26,838 0 0 0 1
179,022 | 1,230,474 | 3,551,864 | 4,961,360 | 11,938 19 2,655 163

Source: IMSMA, NMAC

Sri Lanka’s National Mine Action Completion Strategy, originally based on 15,379,942 .45 square
meters of confirmed hazardous areas (CHA) remaining as of September 2022, was officially
endorsed by the Government of Sri Lanka in March 2023. The strategy prioritizes land release and
the implementation of an inclusive and transparent completion survey to facilitate Sri Lanka’s
Article 5 completion.

Sri Lanka’s completion process enables the Government to declare administrative areas as “mine-
free,” indicating that all known mined areas have been identified and cleared, with no remaining
evidence or suspicion of anti-personnel mines. The process formalizes survey and clearance
mechanisms to ensure that completion is documented in a consistent and transparent manner,
demonstrating that All Reasonable Effort has been made in line with Article 5 obligations. In the
Sri Lankan context, “completion” includes addressing anti-personnel mines, anti-vehicle mines,
and other explosive ordnance (EO).

Sri Lanka’s Completion Survey goes beyond Article 5 requirements by including anti-vehicle
mines in completion declarations. Any Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) identified are reported
through established mechanisms, although residual ERW contamination is not included in formal
completion declarations. The Completion Survey Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) has been
developed in 2023.

As of 24 April 2026, the completion survey has been conducted across all 1,389 Grama Niladhari
(GN) divisions, all of which have been validated. Of these, 1,111 GN divisions have been
recommended for declaration as mine-free, while 278 GN divisions require further follow-up visits
based on survey findings. By the end of 2025, a total of 1,101 GN divisions had been formally
declared mine-free, reflecting significant progress in the completion process. The remaining
recommended GN divisions are undergoing the necessary administrative processes prior to formal
declaration. The completion survey includes dedicated non-technical survey (NTS) activities
aimed at identifying previously unknown or unrecorded contamination.

Since the launch of the completion survey in December 2023, 329 new hazardous areas totaling
approximately 8,593,161 square meters have been identified, primarily in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces, through the systematic implementation of completion survey activities, including non-
technical survey (NTS). In 2025, an additional 126 hazardous areas totaling 2,961,168 square



meters were identified through ongoing completion survey and NTS efforts. This brought the
cumulative total of newly identified hazardous areas since December 2023 to 329. As a result of
these discoveries, Sri Lanka’s contamination baseline has significantly increased beyond the 2022
estimate. In 2025 alone, 4,961,360 square meters of land were released for safe community use.
However, as of 31 December 2025, the total remaining contamination is estimated at 21,611,427.12
square meters (CHA: 17,121,080.32; SHA: 4,490,346.80), reflecting the continued impact of newly
identified contamination through the completion survey process.

Despite continued progress, the reviewed strategy highlights that Sri Lanka will not be able to
meet its Article 5 completion deadline of June 2028, due to several interrelated challenges. These
include the discovery of previously unknown contamination through more systematic and
community-focused surveys, funding constraints, and workforce-related challenges.

The identification of new contamination demonstrates the effectiveness of the completion survey
approach, which has enabled survey teams to access previously uninhabited areas and gather more
comprehensive information from local communities. This process is essential to fulfilling Sri
Lanka’s obligation to make All Reasonable Effort to identify all mined areas. Sri Lanka will
continue implementing the completion survey and clearance activities throughout the remainder
of the strategic period. By the end of 2027, the programme expects to have a clearer understanding
of the full extent of contamination. Based on updated evidence, Sri Lanka is expected to prepare
and submit an Article 5 Extension Request by March 2027. This request will be informed by
updated contamination data, funding levels, and operational capacity, enabling the Government to
define a more realistic completion timeline.

Scenario-based projections developed with support from the Geneva International Centre for
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) indicate that completion timelines are highly dependent on
funding levels. Under current funding trends, completion may extend beyond 2028, reinforcing
the need for sustained international support.

The Government of Sri Lanka continues to rely on financial, technical, and capacity development
support from international partners to sustain operations and accelerate progress. At the same time,
increased national contributions remain essential to support the National Mine Action Centre
(NMAC), the Sri Lanka Army Humanitarian Demining Unit, and associated operational structures.
In 2026, the Government of Sri Lanka allocated LKR 150 million from the national budget for
mine action, representing a significant increase compared to the previous year's allocation and
demonstrating strengthened national ownership and commitment to the mine clearance effort.

Form E:
5. Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) & Risk Education Efforts

In 2025, Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) activities in Sri Lanka were primarily
conducted in housing communities and schools, with schoolchildren and their parents identified
as important target audiences and effective channels for disseminating safety messages within
communities. A total of 441 EORE sessions were conducted during the year, including 178
sessions in housing communities and 154 sessions in schools targeting children and parents.



Together, these accounted for approximately 75% of all outreach efforts. The remaining activities
were conducted in community centers (17%), work sites/cash-for-work locations (5%), and other
categories (3%).

EORE activities were implemented in a targeted and needs-based manner, prioritising areas with
known or suspected contamination, recent accidents, and requests from communities and
institutions. All Provincial Education Departments were informed and engaged to support the
implementation of EORE programmes in schools. Several schools also proactively requested
EORE sessions following the discovery of explosive ordnance on their premises.

In 2025, following a UXO-related incident in the Kilinochchi area in which one fisherman lost his
life and another was injured, EORE teams promptly deployed additional awareness sessions in the
affected communities. These sessions focused on the dangers of handling explosive ordnance,
including unsafe practices such as explosive harvesting, and reinforced reporting mechanisms.
Overall, these efforts ensured that risk education was delivered to the most vulnerable populations,
directly responding to community-identified threats and contributing to safer behaviours and
reducing the risk of accidents.

As a result of these outreach efforts, a total of 17,073 direct beneficiaries were reached through
risk education activities in 2025, including:

Men (>18) 2,907 (17%)
Women (>18) 13,706 (22%)
Boys (<18) : 5,127 (30%)
Girls (<18) 15,333 (31%)

Risk education approaches and methods included stand-alone community awareness sessions,
school-based programmes, child-to-child and child-to-adult awareness dissemination, and targeted
outreach in high-risk areas. Information was also disseminated through billboards, wall paintings,
and the distribution of printed materials such as brochures, posters, and leaflets for the general
public and schoolchildren

Management and coordination of risk education activities

Risk education in Sri Lanka is well coordinated through collaboration between the National Mine
Action Centre (NMAC) and the Regional Mine Action Office (RMAO). These institutions play a
central role in planning, prioritizing, and supervising the implementation of Explosive Ordnance
Risk Education (EORE) activities across affected areas.

EORE activities on the ground are conducted jointly by all mine action operators, including the
Sri Lanka Army Humanitarian Demining Unit, HALO Trust, Mines Advisory Group (MAG),
Delvon Assistance for Social Harmony (DASH), and SHARP Sri Lanka, in coordination with
national mine action priorities and operational requirements.

All partner organizations actively contribute to EORE by delivering key messages to vulnerable
groups, especially schoolchildren. Their collective efforts play a crucial role in raising awareness
and reducing the number of accidents caused by explosive ordnance.


https://www.halotrust.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.maginternational.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dashot.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sharp.lk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

EORE prioritization

Prioritization of risk education is guided by:

Community requests

Incident data

Risk assessments

These criteria ensure that available resources are directed toward the most vulnerable and at-risk
populations.

Table 4: Number of individuals killed or injured by anti-personnel mines and explosive
ordnance, 1 January—31 December 2025

Women Girls Boys Men Total
Killed 1 1
Injured 1 1
Total
Form F:

6. Technical Characteristics of Anti-Personnel Mines
Not applicable as the Sri Lanka does not produce any anti-personnel mines.

Form G:
7. Conversion or Decommissioning of Anti-Personnel Mine Production Facilities

Sri Lanka has no additional information on the technical characteristics of anti-personnel mines
owned or possessed. See the report submitted in 2021 for information that has already been
provided by the Sri Lanka on the technical characteristics of anti-personnel mines possessed by
Sri Lanka

Form H:
Victim Assistance (The Victim Assistance Checklist is enclosed herewith separately as Annex I1.)

a. Data on Direct and Indirect Victims

Assessment

During the period 2002 — 2009, IMSMA recorded 1,765 victims of landmines and other explosive
ordnances. Of these, the conflict-affected Eastern and Northern Provinces accounted for 82
percent, with 1,451 victims.

Since 2010 with the establishment of the National Mine Action Centre (NMAC), data has been
available at the district level and recorded annually. Landmine and explosive ordnance (EO)
accidents have significantly decreased over the past decade, with the number of casualties
declining from 55 in 2010 to 3 in 2024. In 2025, one person was killed and another injured in a
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UXO-related incident. The details are provided in Table 05: Landmine and EO Victims by Year
and District. This substantial reduction underscores the effectiveness of ongoing mine clearance
efforts, explosive ordnance risk education activities, awareness campaigns, and other preventive
measures implemented in recent years.

As a State Party that ratified the UNCRPD in 2016, the Government of Sri Lanka assured its
commitment with the submission of the initial state party report as per Article 35(1) of the
UNCRPD in 20192 where information on persons with disabilities, including landmine victims,
was provided.

As the country approaches the final stages of mine clearance operations, it is important to monitor
potential injuries that may occur beyond the scope of data collected by the mine action sector
through NMAC, and therefore integrate data collection efforts into mainstream government
practices.

In line with the commitments outlined in the National Mine Action Completion Reviewed
Strategy 2023-2027, NMAC acknowledges that its responsibilities with regard to victim assistance
primarily entail a facilitating role, ensuring that accurate information on victims of landmines and
other explosive ordnances is readily available for coordination and support efforts aimed at
addressing their specific needs.

Table 05: Landmine and EO Victims by Year and District.

Districts 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | Total
Ampara 2 2
Batticaloa 2 1 3
Jaffna 22 13 7 1 2 3 1 5 1 55
Kilinochchi 13 6 6 5 5 2 2 4 3 1 4 2 53
Mannar 6 7 3 2 18
Mullaitivu 4 8 24 11 2 4 1 2 3 59
Polonnaruwa 2 2
Puttalam 1 1
Trincomalee 5 1 1 1 2 10
Vavuniya 2 3 1 6
Grand Total 55 30 50 1 18 6 6 3 6 9 6 7 5 2 3 2 209

Source: IMSMA, NMAC

2 GoSL initial state party report para 201. Accessed at
https://www.stateminsamurdhi.gov.lk/web/images/content image/notices/CRPD initial report.pdf
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b. Medical Care

The Government of Sri Lanka continues to provide comprehensive medical care and
rehabilitation services to landmine and explosive ordnance (EO) victims through its free
national healthcare system. Every citizen, including persons with disabilities, has equal access
to medical care, rehabilitation services, and victim assistance support through facilities
managed by the Ministry of Health and partner institutions. Services are delivered through
primary healthcare units and specialized rehabilitation centres in Jaffna, Mullaitivu,
Kilinochchi, and Trincomalee, helping to reduce out-of-pocket expenditure through accessible
and community-based healthcare services.

In 2025, an incident in the Kilinochchi area resulted in one male fisherman being killed and
another being injured due to a UXO explosion during unsafe handling of explosive ordnance.
The victims received immediate emergency medical care and were referred for further
treatment through the government healthcare system, ensuring timely response and
preservation of life.

Importantly, the Ministry of Health has taken steps to integrate EO and landmine victims into
the national injury surveillance database, improving the systematic tracking of victims and
enabling better planning and delivery of assistance services.

c. Physical Rehabilitation:

Under primary health care strengthening, empanelled population of 5000-7000 is allocated for
a community-based center called " Arogya" for better quality care health services. There
disability care and rehabilitation are key components. These services are operationalized
islandwide including Northern and Eastern provinces enabling all victims to receive health
care facilities

d. Social Inclusion (including sports):

The Department of Social Services under the Ministry of Rural Development, Social Security,
and Community Empowerment continues to implement programmes supporting the social
inclusion of mine and EO victims, including vocational training, community-based
rehabilitation, and welfare services.

Based on preliminary findings from the Victim Assistance Needs Assessment Survey (2024—
2025), housing support has been identified as a critical need, particularly in conflict-affected
areas of the Northern and Eastern Provinces. In response, the ongoing housing programme
implemented through the Resettlement Unit of the Ministry of Housing has incorporated
specific eligibility criteria for landmine and EO victims, ensuring their prioritization under
government housing grants. Housing assistance is provided based on recommendations from
District Government Agents (GAs), ensuring that support is directed to the most vulnerable
and eligible beneficiaries. As a result, two houses were allocated in 2025 for mine/EO victims
in the Jaffna District. This targeted approach will continue under the purview of the Ministry,
with priority given to affected individuals in conflict-affected areas based on verifiable criteria.
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e. Economic Inclusion

The Government continues to support mine and EO victims through national social protection
programmes such as the “Aswesuma” cash grant scheme, which provides financial assistance
to vulnerable households, including persons with disabilities affected by EO incidents.

However, findings from the VA Needs Assessment Survey highlight that livelihood support
remains a priority need, with many victims facing reduced income and limited access to
sustainable employment opportunities.

f. Management and Coordination of Victim Assistance

The National Mine Action Centre (NMAC) continues to coordinate victim assistance through
the National Victim Assistance Committee, which includes representatives from key
ministries, UN agencies, and implementing partners. The committee meets quarterly to guide
policy and programme implementation.

The Victim Assistance Needs Assessment Survey, initiated in late 2024/2025, provides
updated evidence on the needs of victims. Preliminary findings highlight gaps in access to
services, including disability support, housing, and livelihood assistance, as well as challenges
related to land ownership and documentation. These findings are being used to strengthen
coordination, improve referral pathways, and inform targeted interventions across
government institutions.

Sri Lanka is also progressing toward strengthening its legal framework, with the new
Disability Rights Bill under review, aiming to align national legislation with the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Form I
8. Cooperation and Assistance

In 2025, the total funding allocated for mine action activities in Sri Lanka amounted to USD
15,769,488, provided through international assistance to humanitarian demining operators and
mine action activities. International donors continued to play a critical role in supporting the
national mine action programme.

Major contributions included USD 5,669,448 from the United States (PM/WRA), USD
111,133 from the United States (HDRD), USD 3,930,945 from Germany (GFFO), USD
1,805,006 from Japan (GGP), USD 1,869,369 from Norway (NMFA), USD 281,866 from the
United Kingdom (ISF), USD 175,175 from CSSF (UK), USD 675,830 from Canada (GAC),
USD 112,500 from PSOP (Canada), USD 205,734 from Switzerland (FDFA), USD 763,852
from DFAT (Australia), USD 159,630 from World Without Mines (FWWM), and USD 9,000
from the Trimble Foundation.

The Government of Sri Lanka also contributed LKR 70 million (USD 225,000) towards mine
action activities, of which approximately 70% was utilized by the Sri Lanka Army
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Humanitarian Demining Unit (SLA HDU) for demining operations, including vehicle fleet
management and operational support.

To support national coordination and stakeholder engagement, NMAC, in collaboration with
the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD), organized workshops,
technical workgroup meetings, and donor coordination forums. In 2025, NMAC successfully
convened two donor coordination meetings and two completion survey workshops to reinforce
the effectiveness of the Sri Lanka Mine Action Programme.

Form J :
9. Other Relevant Matters

The Government of Sri Lanka continues to seek additional technical and financial assistance
to sustain and accelerate mine action operations and fulfil its obligations under Article 5 of the
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention (APMBC). However, based on the findings of the mid-
term review of the National Mine Action Completion Strategy (July 2025), it is no longer
feasible for Sri Lanka to complete its Article 5 obligations by the June 2028 deadline.

The key challenges affecting progress are outlined below:
1. Discovery of previously unknown contamination

The systematic implementation of the completion survey at the Grama Niladhari (GN)
level, including community-based non-technical survey (NTS), has led to the identification
of previously unknown hazardous areas. While this demonstrates the effectiveness of the
survey approach and commitment to “All Reasonable Effort,” it has significantly increased
the overall contamination baseline.

2. Expansion of known hazardous areas
During clearance operations, many recorded minefields have been found to be larger than
originally estimated, requiring additional time and resources to fully address
contamination.

3. Funding constraints and reduced international support
Sri Lanka’s mine action programme has experienced a decline in international funding,
compounded by global geopolitical shifts and competing priorities. As of 2025, funding

levels have decreased compared to previous years, directly impacting operational capacity
and completion timelines.

14



4. Economic challenges and operational disruptions

The national economic crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic led to operational stand-down
periods, increased fuel costs, and logistical constraints, all of which have had lasting
impacts on programme efficiency.

5. Foreign exchange fluctuations

Variations in exchange rates have significantly affected the operational costs of
international NGOs receiving funding in foreign currencies, reducing the effective value
of available resources.

6. Staff retention challenges

Mine action operators are facing increasing difficulties in recruiting and retaining skilled
personnel, particularly in mine-affected areas, due to economic migration, alternative
employment opportunities, and uncertainty related to funding and contract duration

In light of these challenges, Sri Lanka will continue implementing the completion survey and
clearance activities to gain a clearer understanding of the remaining contamination by the end
of 2027. Based on updated evidence, Sri Lanka is expected to prepare and submit an Article 5
Extension Request by March 2027, in accordance with APMBC guidelines, to define a realistic
and achievable completion timeline.

The Government remains committed to fulfilling its obligations and will continue to strengthen
national ownership while working closely with international partners to ensure the successful
completion of mine clearance in Sri Lanka. In 2025, Sri Lanka demonstrated strong high-level
political commitment to mine action. The reviewed National Mine Action Completion Strategy
(2023-2027) was formally endorsed and presented to His Excellency the President, reflecting
continued Government ownership of the programme. Senior leadership, including the Prime
Minister and the Minister of Urban Development, Construction and Housing, actively engaged
in promoting mine action, including participation in high-level events and interaction with
international partners.

The Government also organized a donor appreciation event in 2025, recognizing the continued
support of international partners and reinforcing collaboration. In addition, senior government
representatives conducted field visits to mine-affected areas, further demonstrating
commitment to completion and oversight of operations.

Sri Lanka reaffirms its commitment to meeting its obligations under the APMBC and calls
upon continued international cooperation and assistance to support a safe, effective, and timely
completion of mine clearance, ensuring that affected communities can live and develop free
from the threat of explosive ordnance.
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Corrections to 2024 Article 7 Report (Form D — Table 4: Land Released and Destroyed

Items).

Explanatory Note
Sri Lanka wishes to provide corrections to the data previously reported in Table 4 (Land released
and destroyed items) of its Article 7 Report for the year 2024.

Annex I

These corrections are based on updated information from the Information Management System for
Mine Action (IMSMA) and subsequent data verification processes undertaken by the Sri Lanka
Mine Action Centre (NMAC).

No other sections or data contained in the 2024 Article 7 Report are affected by these amendments.

In square meters No of items destroyed
Number of
Province District Areas
Jaffna 161,185 69,199 123,996 354,380 267 1 46 8
Kilinochchi - 43,931 | 2,423,172 2,467,103 | 7,467 8 1,633 26
Northern | Mannar 5,400 19,111 382,974 407,485 527 9 39 10
Mullaitivu 37,117 654,059 | 1,865,519 2,556,695 | 7,567 5 863 73
Vavuniya - 157,000 208,936 365,936 98 - 284 8
NCP Polonnaruwa - 2,790 37,202 39,992 1 - - 2
Ampara - - - - - - 3 -
Eastern Batticaloa - 49,149 187,253 236,402 334 - 41 16
Trincomalee 1,107 4,145 98,326 103,578 98 - 10 22
204,809 999,384 | 5,327,378 6,531,571 | 16,359 23 2,919 165
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Annex II: Victim Assistance Check list
The Victim Assistance Checklist is enclosed separately with the report due to the length of the
document.

Annex III: Simplified Reporting Format
NAME OF STATE [PARTY]: Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka REPORTING
PERIOD: 01 /01/2025 to 31/12/2025

(dd/mm/yyyy) (dd/mm/yyyy)

Form A: National implementation measures:
Xlchanged
unchanged (last reporting: 2024)

Form B: Stockpiled anti-personnel mines:
Changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2022)

non applicable

Form C: Anti-personnel mines retained or transferred for permitted
purposes

changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2024)
non applicable

Form D: Areas known or suspected to contain anti-personnel mines

changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2024)
non applicable

Form E: Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) and Risk Education
Efforts

changed
unchanged (last reporting: 2024)

non applicable

Form F: Technical characteristics of anti-personnel mines:
changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2021)

non applicable
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Form G: Conversion or decommissioning
production facilities:

Changed:
unchanged (last reporting: yyyy)

non applicable

of anti-personnel

mine

Form H: Victim Assistance

changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2024)
non applicable

Form I: Cooperation and assistance

changed

unchanged (last reporting: 2024)
non applicable

Form J: Other Relevant Matters

changed
unchanged (last reporting: 2024)

non applicable
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