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Qatar’s Efforts to Clear Landmines and Other Explosive

Remnants of War in Eastern Sudan

S

e Scope of the Problem in Fastern Sudan:

The Sudan comes in the tenth place in the list of the twenty most mine-
affected countries in the world and ranked as the third in Africa after ;
Angola and Mozambique. The estimated number of mines in Sudan is

- about 2 million mines, in addition to unexploded ordnance in an area of
eight hundred thousand (800,000) square km among twenty variably
affected states. The most affected states are: the Southern states,
Eastern states, Blue Nile and South of Kordofan

As a result of the conﬂlcts in Sudan that have continued since 1941 and
comcuded with the Second World War, where the Sudan was under the
British occupation and adjacent to Ethiopia in the Fast, which was under
the Italian occupation. Moreover, the Sudan went through internal
conflicts which lasted until 2007. Therefore Eastern of Sudan has
become a scene of land-mines and non explosive remnants of war, -
‘especially the border areas with Eritrea.

Table (1) below shows the number of affected areas and roads, the
problem of mines & unexploded ordnance in Eastern states.

States The number of affected The number of Length of the
" communities ‘hazardous areas affected
- | . roads(km)
Kassala 27 38 711
Red sea 6 9 176 |
Total 33 47 887 J

Mines’ problem in Eastern Sudan, has hampered the movement of
people safely, their stability and minimize théir/movement to practice
their economic activities (agriculture, grazing-and trading).
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* The Qatari Red Crescent general strategy of implementing

 1200/0200[F

Mines and Ordnance Removal Project:~

| Great diplomatic efforts have .been made by the state of

Qatar, which culminated in signing a peace agreement between

the Sudanese Government and the rebel movement in the Eastern
of the Sudan. In addition to that, and as a contribution to resolve

_' the problem of mines and Ordnance that hinders réconstruction,

Rehabilitation and development which conseqdently, leads to
the difficulty to enforce peace process between the Sudanese

government and the ‘East Liberation Movement’, the State of

Qatar has donated two million dollars, in July 2007 to clean up the
Sudanese-Eritrean border of the unexp!oded mines and ordnance.

Therefore, the Qatari Red Crescent was assigned to supervise the

project’s following up process. o 4

The Qatari Red Crescent has defined. its strategy .in
implementing the removal of land-mines and unexploded
ordnance project of the Sudanese-Eritrean boarder as follows:

1. Full coordination with the Sudanese government and the
relevant reglonal and local authorities, regarding the
removal of mines and unexploded ordnance and commit
to their directions in this respect. .

2.  Implement the technical part of the project by a
Sudanese operational partner, to achieve the Sudanese
capability building, especially with respect to the
magnitude of the problem

3. Give priority of the removal process to the strategnc :

roads and areas, especially those which Qatar is funding
the construction of roads and model villages. This is SO as
to enhance the safe movement and stability of the
affected communities,‘as_ well as to contribute to the
‘resumption of economic activities and facilitate the
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implementation of peace process reached by the Qatari
diplomacy and mediation, ,

4. Carrying out raising-awareness activities of the dangers
and risks of the un exploded mines and ordnarnce.
Furthermore, to assist civilian mine victims in accordance
with the international standards and requirements of the
treaty on the ‘Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on
their Destruction’, Ottawa, which the Sudan acceded to
and forms the legal framework of mine removal process.

5. The actual presence of the Qatari Red Crescent in the
Sudan to conduct direct management and supervision on
the project from Kassala and Khartoum as well as

_ coordmatlng with the partners A

On the other hand, the Qatari Red Crescent has signed as a partner, an
agreement with the ‘National Mine Action Center’ (NMAC) in Sudan to
perform Iand—mine.action,removal in four strategic areas. Additionally, -
to implement an awareness-raising project on risks and dangers of
mines and unexploded ordnance and victim-assistance project with the
cooperation with the Sudanese Red Crescent Society.

With respect to mines and unexploded ordnance removal, the Qatan
Red Crescent was -keen to implement the project in accordance to
international standards. This was lest to have any complications that
might arise on the occurrence of accidents, during the implementation
process which could be reflected negatlvelylon the reputation of the
state of Qatar and the Qatari Red Crescent in the international forums.
Such activities are of highly —~international concern of the United Nations

Mine Action Office (UNMAOQ) which is respon5|ble of investigating in any

accndent that mlght occur.

It was agreed upon, with the ‘National Mine Action Center’, that the
mechanical clearance work to be mainly conducted by equipments, so

~ as the pedestrian groups were not be subjected to any dangers; then
preventihg any legal consequences. In February 2009, an agreement
was signed between the Qatari Red Crescent, the Sudanese Red
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Crescent and the ‘National Mines Action Center’, The National Centre
was assigned to conduct land-mines removal process mechanically, in
the state of Kassala on the Sudanese-Eritrean border and the Qatari
Red Crescent to purchase a mine- -sweeper of brand (MHOS), :
approprlate to work in Sudan envnronment

Up to the 16" May 2011, the ‘National mine Acti_on Center’, has cleaned
142,558 square meters of war mines and ordnance, in the areas of
Allafa, Digna, Talkok and Garada in the state of Kassala, on the
Sudanese — Eritrean border, which was a great threat to the people’s
lives, practice of their normal life and economical activities.

e " The outcome as listed in Table (2) below:

No. | Types of dangerous objects Types
1| Anti-personnel 262 Mine ]
|2 | Anti-tank 168 Mine
'3 | Planes shells and bombs 105 Shell
|4 | Un exploded ordnance 2,3000 Munltlons

Total = 2,835 dangerous objects

Clearance certificates of four areas in eastern Sudan are attached to
“the report by the ‘Sudanese Red Crescent Soc:ety s shown in table (3)

i;? F_

Reglon No. Of Mines
i Allafa 4
B Digna 2140
Garada 9
i Talkuk 682
Total 2835 ]

J Awareness of the Dangers of Un exploded Mines and

Ordnance : |
The project has avlso targeted 53, 000 people to be aware of
the danger of un exploded mines and ordnance, in areas affected

Lzoo/zzoo@

48v016LLCI vt

-‘NDISSIN W/LYD G8voleLecty+ X'o':l7’9k171VLLWZLOZWVQ/‘81: 7




L200/8200%

most by wars and contaminated by mines, in the state of Kassala ,
where the (NMAC)is conducting cleanup operations .

This part of the project has included (139) enlighten
lectures and seminars, (40) play shows, sport tournaments and
(56) radio and TV broadcasting and community liaison. It targeted
all age groups, young, old, men and women. These awareness
messages are disseminated in Arabic and other local dialects.
About twenty Sudanese Red Crescent volunteers carry out the
implementation process, divided into five groups, each has a

- leader. The groups distribute, in the targeted areas and nearby
villages, Sketches;, pictures of different types of mines and
ordnance, in addition to brochures. These programmes included:

- Warning'mothers, children and the éommunity as a whole of

- mines and ordnance and their dangers and risks. .

- Educate the public and motorists through signs of the dangers
of minefield in the region. N -

- Organise competitive sport- tournaments between schools of
the state of Kassala during which awareness programmes are
arranged, ‘

- Organise public plays reflect the size of the problem and how to
deal with unexploded mines and ordnance and suspected objects.

Assistance of mine victims: .

Assisting victims of mines is a significant — completmg axis parallel to

the removal efforts of unexploded land-mine and ordnance, whereas,

two projects were conducted: ‘

- Establishment of gymnasium hall at the ‘Prosthetlc limbs Centre’

_in Kassala, provide it with the necessary equipments for people
with disabilities who are victims of mines and enable them to
perform physiotherapy exercises. ‘

- Implementation of income — generating project for (181) victims
ofnunesofthedeceasedforthebeneﬁtofthewfanuhesorthe
disabled). The project aims at providing an income source that
secure food and the minimum means of living, where the
distribution of six goats per beneficiary as well as providing
veterinary care, vaccine and fodder till the rainy season.
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The Republic of Sudan

. National Mine Action Center
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