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2 In 1992, in recognition of the need for a sustainable national mine action capacity, the Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) was created 
under the auspices of the U.N. Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). In Annex 1 of the Paris Peace Agreement, one of the UNTAC 
mandates called for assistance in clearing mines, undertaking training programs in mine clearance and development of a mine awareness 
program to help educate the Cambodian people. The mission of CMAC was to achieve an atmosphere in Cambodia where people were free of 
the threat of mines and ERW, thus allowing reconstruction and development activities to take place in a safe environment. In this respect, 
CMAC was tasked to implement four main programs: mine awareness, mine field information, mine and ERW clearance and training in mine 
clearance. These programs were carried out according to well-defined priorities. The highest priority concerned humanitarian purposes — with 
the most immediate concern at the time of CMAC’s commencement being the resettlement of displaced persons. The second priority concerned 
supporting opportunities for economic development, including the expansion of agriculture, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development 
projects. This second purpose is best viewed in the context of the times, which was a fragile peace with concerns that economic weaknesses 
could be exploited to reignite tensions.   
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