
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5 BY CYPRUS  
 

I. Progress in implementation 
 
1. Cyprus reported in 2012 that the sole circumstance that impeded its ability to destroy all anti-

personnel mines in mined areas reported to be under its jurisdiction or control – namely that 
Cyprus had indicated that it did not have effective control over the remaining areas in question – 
has not changed and that Cyprus was not aware of any progress that has occurred. In total, 
between entry into force of the Convention and its original 1 July 2013 deadline, Cyprus has 
addressed all 20 mined areas under its effective control. 

 
II. Clarity regarding remaining challenge 
 
2. Cyprus reported that, since July 2013, there are no anti-personnel mines on territory under the 

effective control of Cyprus. Cyprus reported that the only known mined areas are located in the 
part of its territory outside of its effective control and that at least 20 mined areas are yet to be 
cleared of anti-personnel mines, with one of these areas located within the buffer zone, in the 
vicinity of the village Deryneia. 

 
3. Cyprus reported that it has taken concrete steps to ensure the destruction of anti-personnel 

mines in minefields and submitted to UNFICYP information on 28 known mined areas and that, 
according to information released by UNFICYP, those 28 minefields were subject to non-technical 
survey by UNMAS, and according to its assessment only 3 of them require further technical 
survey. 

 
III. Actions in accordance with plans in extension requests and decisions on them 
 
4. The Committee recalled the ongoing importance, as noted by the Twelfth Meeting of the States 

Parties, of a State Party providing information on changes to the status of the control of mined 
areas when such a State Party has indicated that matters related to control affect the 
implementation of Article 5 during extension periods. The Committee concluded that Cyprus had 
acted upon its commitment. 

 


