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Dear Mr President,

Distinguished delegates,

we would like first of all to extend our sincere appreciation and gratitude to theNetherlands for their skillful presidency of the l gth Mbp, as well ,. to it,. tsu, the UNsecretariat, and other stakeholders for the excetteni wort< they conducted this year,despite the dfficult Covid -1g circumstances.

It's a pleasure flq .privilege to address the lgth MSp and share the latestdevelopments in Serbia mine-action efforts.

The Republic of Serbia is strongly committed to the fulfilment of the Article 5implementation obJigations, as welias to.the full impiementation of its obligations fromthe AP Mine Ban convention, which is shown bv ilieiact that ACmin", .r" no longerproduced in serbia and the stockpired Ap mines nave oeen o*it.v*J.
serbia's deadline for fulfilment of its obllgations under Article 5 of the convention is 1March 2023.

As of November 2021,the area in Serbia suspected to contain anti-personnel minestotals 561,800 square metres and is situated in ttre naunicipaiity oi 6ui"nor"..ln addition to this area, serbia is facing *itfr 
" 

proh"r'of ,i"*rv iil"or"r"d minesuspected areas in the Bujanovac Municlpafity. 
!-' --

Mine suspected 
"fa, including the. majority of newly discovered areas, have beenmarked in order to clearly and visually warn 6r rin" JJnger, as well as to ban the entryof population into mine suspected area.

9i':l that the population is mutti-ethnic, the wording on the signs has been written inSerbian and Albanian.

ln the forthcoming period, and predominantly pending on available funds, serbianMine Action centrE igoi t" *rlr*v.tn".rryilnlr! n**rv discovered mine suspecredareas, for which the indication of contamination ha-s neen triggered by forest fires.
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since the lntersessional Meetings held in June 2021,to date, ctearance of the area of298'700 sqm was completed in Bulanovr. - *" ,ine and uxo crearance project,with 129 UXos fo$d and.safely ie,stroyed. The project was funded through ITFEnhancing Human Security by th6 U.S. donation.

Furthermore, SMAC matched the available 2021. national funds (260.000 EUR)through ITF with the available funds of the neJrofic of Korea and the U.$. for theimplementation of one demining project totallinji,gq.zso sqm in Bujanovac. 6 Apmines and 3 UXO were found anO'saiely Uestroy"eU.

Demining of these sites contributed to an increase of safeg of local population andprovided possibilities for safe exploitation of forest, catile'grazint and picking ofmushrooms, which are one of main sources of an income of l6cal f6pulation, as wellas for the safe and stable electricity supply to residents in Eri.nor".. Theseachievements are, along with creating-condiiions for increasint r"tity7 of locals andtransmission line maintenance workers, invaluable for this un-derdeveloped part ofSerbia.

Serbian Government has allocated 260.000 EUR for demining operations in 2022.SMAC h.as prepared.demining projects for the tnown contaminated areas (s61,g00sgm), which will be implemented in 2A22, runOeJ by national funds and hopefulrymatched with available donor funds through lTF.

There are a number of circumstances that present ch_allenges for Serbia in complyingwith its Article 5 deadline. Particular issues faced by Serbii are ag.fotnws:

-Unregistered mine contaminated areas (groups of mines): The remaining areascontaminated by mines do not have registiiEs ahu have not'b""n pi.nt"d in specificpatterns, which aggravates demining Efforts, namely .rr*y ,esliG .r" subjectto alterations.

-Newly discovered mine suspected areas in Bujanovac, in October 201g.
However, the data. qn the scope of the contamination oi th";ilt;iscovered
areas are not available at the time of writing this update.

-climactic conditions: Contaminated areas are inaccessible during some periods
of the year causing operation delays

-Contamination other than mines: Specificity and complexity of the problempresents the fact that apart from mines stitl remaining in th6 t"riiior! orserbia, serbia arso encounters with numerous cnardnges rerateJi6
clearance of the areas eontaminated with unexfioueo iluster munitions, airbombs - rockets and other Uxo, as well"" ,""idual contamination and clearanceoperations triggered by infrastructure devetopment proiects. 

- ---'- J

Therefore, given the above, we expresa concern that the Republlc of Serbiawould not be in a position to tulfiil lts Articie i obtigations by March zoz3,

ffi[:t, 
we wourd have to submit the third eiienEion ;.d;"1 u[ i"t""t March


