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Greetings	to	all,	I	am	Moaffak	Al-Khafaji	-	a	mine	survivor	from	Iraq	-	and	a	member	of	the	

International	Campaign	to	Ban	Landmines,	which	continues	to	work	for	a	world	without	

landmines.	

Today	I	send	my	message	from	Baghdad	to	the	States	Parties	gathered	at	the	Mine	Ban	

Treaty’s	Nineteenth	Meeting	of	States	Parties	in	the	Hague.		

With	more	than	twenty	years	since	the	entry	into	force	of	the	Mine	Ban	Treaty,	despite	all	

the	global	efforts	–	landmines	still	kill	and	maim	in	my	own	country,	Iraq,	and	in	some	50	

other	countries	around	the	world.	More	than	seven	thousand	new	casualties	were	recorded	

in	the	past	year!	Half	of	all	civilian	casualties	were	children.		It	is	heartbreaking	and	

infuriating	to	see	mines	still	killing	and	disabling	innocent	people	today.	

Clearance	of	land	has	been	far	slower	than	we	hoped	for	and	than	what’s	needed.	While	we	

understand	the	many	challenges	and	obstacles,	we	cannot	accept	this	slow	pace	and	delays,	

while	the	number	of	victims	continues	growing.	We	therefore	ask	all	States	Parties	to	treat	

their	obligations	and	work	under	the	Treaty	as	it	should	be:	a	life-and-death	matter.	States:	

you	need	to	urgently	step-up	land	clearance,	risk	education	and	assistance	to	victims.	And	

donors	need	to	step	up	with	their	support	for	affected	countries,	so	the	work	picks	up	and	

is	finished	very	soon!	

I	remember	being	at	the	Third	Review	Conference	in	Mozambique	in	2014,	where	States	

Parties	adopted	the	Maputo	Declaration	and	the	aspirational	mine-free	2025	goal.	It	was	



very	exciting,	and	very	doable	back	then!	In	2019	States	again	recommitted	to	this	goal	in	

Oslo	at	the	4th	Review	Conference.		

Today	we	are	saddened	to	see	that	many,	many	affected	countries	continue	to	miss	their	

clearance	deadlines	and	to	ask	for	more	time,	instead	of	just	clearing	their	land	as	they	are	

supposed	to	–	as	soon	as	possible.		With	these	trends	we	should	all	be	concerned	what	2025,	

and	further	future,	will	look	like	for	our	Treaty	and	community.		

Survivors	in	many	countries,	including	in	Iraq,	still	need	basic	rehabilitation,	psychological	

support	and	economic	empowerment	programmes	in	order	to	fully	integrate	into	society	

as	they	strive	to	return	to	a	normal	life.	We	must	not	leave	survivors	behind.	

The	Covid-19	pandemic	has	greatly	affected	the	commitments	and	the	work	under	the	

Treaty.	Activities	have	been	suspended	in	many	areas	for	several	months	and	the	world	has	

been	preoccupied	with	preventive	measures	and	vaccinations.			Now,	with	things	

improving	in	many	countries,	we	ask	States	Parties	and	all	partners	to	fully	re-focus	on	our	

goal:	achieving	a	mine-free	world	as	soon	as	possible,	and	assisting	affected	communities	

and	survivors.		

At	the	same	time,	we	call	on	states	that	remain	outside	of	the	Treaty	to	join	without	delay,	

and	to	renounce	all	use,	stockpiling,	production,	and	trade	of	landmines.		

The	eyes	of	all	landmine	survivors	and	those	of	potential	future	victims,	are	upon	you.		

Please	do	ALL	you	can	to	ensure	landmines	will	take	no	more	lives	and	limbs.		

	

Thank	you.	

	

	



 دحأ - يجافخلا قفوم انأ ، عیمجلل يتایحت
 يف وضعو - قارعلا نم ماغللأا نم نیجانلا
 يتلاو ، ةیضرلأا ماغللأا رظحل ةیلودلا ةلمحلا
 ماغللأا نم لٍاخ ملاع لجأ نم لمعلا لصاوت
 .ةیضرلأا
 فارطلأا لودلا ىلإ دادغب نم يتلاسر مویلا لسرأ
 فارطلأا لودلل رشع عساتلا عامتجلاا يف ةعمتجملا
 .ياھلا يف ماغللأا رظح ةدھاعم يف
 ةدھاعم لوخد ىلع امًاع نیرشع نم رثكأ رورم عم
 لك نم مغرلا ىلع ، ذیفنتلا زیح ماغللأا رظح
 ةیضرلأا ماغللأا تلاز ام - ةیملاعلا دوھجلا
 50 يلاوح يفو ، قارعلا ، يدلب يف هوشتو لتقت
 ةیحض فلاآ ةعبس نم رثكأ .ملاعلا لوح ىرخأ ةلود
 ایاحضلا فصن !يضاملا ماعلا تلجس ةدیدج
 عجفم رملأ ھنإ .لافطلأا نم اوناك نییندملا
 لتقت تلاز ام ماغللأا ىرن نأ بضغلل ریثمو
 .مویلا ءایربلأا قوعتو
 امو ھلمأن انك امم ریثكب أطبأ ناك ضرلأا ریھطت
 تابقعلاو تایدحتلا مھفتن امنیب .بولطم وھ
 ةئیطبلا ةریتولا هذھ لوبق اننكمی لا ، ةدیدعلا
 يف ایاحضلا ددع رمتسی امنیب ، تاریخأتلاو
 فارطلأا لودلا عیمج نم بلطن كلذل .دایدزلاا
 ةدھاعملا بجومب لمعلاو اھتامازتلا عم لماعتلا
 .توم وأ ةایح ةلأسم :نوكی نأ يغبنی امك
 يضارلأا ریھطت تایلمع فیثكت ىلإ جاتحت :لودلا
 ھجو ىلع ایاحضلا ةدعاسمو رطاخملاب ةیعوتلاو
 مھمعد ةدایز ىلإ نوحناملا جاتحیو .ةعرسلا



 يھتنیو لمعلا شعتنی يكل ، ةررضتملا نادلبلل
 !ابًیرق
 ثلاثلا يضارعتسلاا رمتؤملا يف تنك يننأ ركذتأ
 لودلا تنبت ثیح ، 2014 ماع يف قیبمزوم يف
 ةلازلإ حومطلا فدھلاو وتوبام نلاعإ فارطلأا
 ةیاغلل ارًیثم رملأا ناك دقل .2025 ماعل ماغللأا
 2019 ماع يف !تقولا كلذ يف ادًج انًكمم ناكو ،
 يف ولسوأ يف فدھلا اذھب ادًدجم لودلا تمزتلا ،
 .عبارلا يضارعتسلاا رمتؤملا
 نم دیدعلا نأ ةیؤرل مویلا نزحلاب رعشن
 دیعاوملا توفت لازت لا ةررضتملا نادلبلا
 ، تقولا نم دیزملا بلطتو ریھطتلل ةیئاھنلا
 برقأ يف - ضرتفی امك اھیضارأ ریھطت نم لاًدب
 متھن نأ بجی ، تاھجوتلا هذھ عم .نكمم تقو
 لبقتسملاو 2025 ماع ھیلع ودبیس امب اعًیمج
 .انعمتجمو انتدھاعمل
 امب ، نادلبلا نم دیدعلا يف نوجانلا لازی لا
 لیھأتلا ةداعإ ىلإ ةجاحب ، قارعلا يف كلذ يف
 نیكمتلا جماربو يسفنلا معدلاو ةیساسلأا
 عمتجملا يف لماكلا جامدنلاا لجأ نم يداصتقلاا
 ةایحلا ىلإ ةدوعلل نیدھاج نوعسی مھو
 .انءارو نیجانلا كرتن لاأ بجی .ةیعیبطلا
 ىلع ریبك لكشب انوروك ةحئاج رثأ دقل
 قیلعت مت .ةدھاعملا بجومب لمعلاو تامازتللاا
 رھشأ ةدعل قطانملا نم دیدعلا يف ةطشنلأا
 ةیئاقولا ریبادتلاب ملاعلا لغشناو
 دیدعلا يف روملأا نسحت عم و نلآا .تامیعطتلاو



 عیمجو فارطلأا لودلا نم بلطن ، نادلبلا نم
 :انفدھ ىلع لماك لكشب زیكرتلا ةداعإ ءاكرشلا
 ، نكمم تقو برقأ يف ماغللأا نم لاخ ملاع قیقحت
 .نیجانلاو ةررضتملا تاعمتجملا ةدعاسمو
 جراخ لازت لا يتلا لودلا وعدن ، ھسفن تقولا يف
 نع يلختلاو ، ریخأت نود مامضنلاا ىلإ ةدھاعملا
 ماغللأا ةراجتو جاتنإو نیزختو تامادختسا عیمج
 .ةیضرلأا
 ةیضرلأا ماغللأا نم نیجانلا عیمج نویع
 لك لذب ءاجر . لبقتسملا يف نیلمتحملاایاحضلاو
 نل ةیضرلأا ماغللأا نأ نم دكأتلل مكعسو يف ام
 .فارطلأاو حاورلأا نم دیزملا ىلع يضقت
 
 .مكل اركش

 

	


