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Transcript of Video message by Moaffak Al-Khafaji, Head of the Iraqi Alliance of Disability
Organizations (Video message transcript in English and Arabic)

19t Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty, 15-19 November 2021

Greetings to all, | am Moaffak Al-Khafaji - a mine survivor from Iraq - and a member of the
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, which continues to work for a world without
landmines.

Today I send my message from Baghdad to the States Parties gathered at the Mine Ban
Treaty’s Nineteenth Meeting of States Parties in the Hague.

With more than twenty years since the entry into force of the Mine Ban Treaty, despite all
the global efforts - landmines still kill and maim in my own country, Iraqg, and in some 50
other countries around the world. More than seven thousand new casualties were recorded
in the past year! Half of all civilian casualties were children. It is heartbreaking and
infuriating to see mines still killing and disabling innocent people today.

Clearance of land has been far slower than we hoped for and than what’s needed. While we
understand the many challenges and obstacles, we cannot accept this slow pace and delays,
while the number of victims continues growing. We therefore ask all States Parties to treat
their obligations and work under the Treaty as it should be: a life-and-death matter. States:
you need to urgently step-up land clearance, risk education and assistance to victims. And
donors need to step up with their support for affected countries, so the work picks up and
is finished very soon!

[ remember being at the Third Review Conference in Mozambique in 2014, where States

Parties adopted the Maputo Declaration and the aspirational mine-free 2025 goal. It was



very exciting, and very doable back then! In 2019 States again recommitted to this goal in
Oslo at the 4th Review Conference.

Today we are saddened to see that many, many affected countries continue to miss their
clearance deadlines and to ask for more time, instead of just clearing their land as they are
supposed to - as soon as possible. With these trends we should all be concerned what 2025,
and further future, will look like for our Treaty and community.

Survivors in many countries, including in Iragq, still need basic rehabilitation, psychological
support and economic empowerment programmes in order to fully integrate into society
as they strive to return to a normal life. We must not leave survivors behind.

The Covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected the commitments and the work under the
Treaty. Activities have been suspended in many areas for several months and the world has
been preoccupied with preventive measures and vaccinations. Now, with things
improving in many countries, we ask States Parties and all partners to fully re-focus on our
goal: achieving a mine-free world as soon as possible, and assisting affected communities
and survivors.

At the same time, we call on states that remain outside of the Treaty to join without delay,
and to renounce all use, stockpiling, production, and trade of landmines.

The eyes of all landmine survivors and those of potential future victims, are upon you.

Please do ALL you can to ensure landmines will take no more lives and limbs.

Thank you.



Wl o= o lasdl Gdee LT ¢ guaxdd Sl

S saey = Glardl g pLIYI G g Ui
Sy o LoyY I a LY b ) o dgadl A
slx ¥ g JL pdle Jol o Joxd! Juol 43
sy

SlbY 1 Jeadl I sTaay o Sl pesdl Juyl
Bl ybY T Jyudd jde gwlidl g laseY ! 8 dzadore]!
Loy 8 s LIV yh> Bas leao 3

bas Lao Jeso e Lale goyde oo J5ST Hou0 as
S o peodl e o el Jas plLa YT e
Loyl pLY 1 ey Lo — daedlsdl gl

50 Jlg> 5y ¢ Glyxdl ¢ s 5 ogdSy JILis
Lo NT dasw oo ,5ST L adlsadl Jg> syl g0
Lolraldl Gas !slaldl aledl adaw 34>

oo oY 4] L JLabY ! G 1 e LS o hae ]l
JOis adly Lo ala NI sy ol wwarldd g aiieg
cpsdl s Loy N Garly

Loy adols LiS Lao juiSy Unyl oLS @Y1 jughs
Oladxdl g olouxddl agai s Loday oglho ga
Dodas Il 3y 5431 oda Joed LidSoy ¥ ¢ 3uaoux]l
b Lolxall sae jadwy Lados o of sl

Bl LY Jaudl gue> o adds AT Lo Lua Y
bus Leodl w>gay Jasdly LeSlol 35l g0 Joolseill
oo ol sl Dl oSy ol b Las

o1 OV gk olbdae S ) e xSt g a!
>y e Llxall ddeluwog pblaoally due o]l
peos > 300 T el gl L de sl



Sy Jer il ST ) el gl )
Pl 8

AU Lol yabwY |l paSpell 8 adS Sl 5S4
Joudl ain s du> o 2014 ple 8 Gaao)eo B
IINHY paaddl Gaglly s3sale ool B ,bY
ol oS yoY 1 gls aid L2025 alsd ala Y
2019 ple 5 lobgdl dldd 8 1i> LiSas LSy
b sdwgl 3 Gugll Tden 1 3ume Jeadl aenidl
PSS U [P RS O N U ) WA |

O ddadl Ol Ao pedl (ol edlS

Ll gadl @ais J135 Y by abiedl ol ol

¢ ol G wojedl odbhSy paghil ) 4 Sl i
o8 b m iy LaS Lgaal pl jaghs g Yo
g Ol a6 Ol il ede ge LS OBy
Jotiwadl g 2025 ale le sjunw Lo Lraes
iz oy LiSus Lead

Law ¢ OFdodl o a8 O U JT 5 Y
Jua Ll sole] I lay o §loedl 5 ddd 8
OoSoS T ael yoy il peadl g w LY
il 3 JolSUl zLleaY ! Jol o g Lai sy |
s laxdl Il Boerld odale (sruy pag

el ye o L U0 YT s L dauida

e oS Ui gy eS dxSle 51wl

God xS aS LBds Lradl w>ge Jasxdlg olal j5IY
el Busd b liedl o dods ]l 3 dhAsY
L5Lse 0l ol aS by adladl Jrass!

o]l 8y eeY ) e ge oy 0¥ colagshill g




gaozy G obY L Jyadl g oddad o o) ol G
pLidus e JoolS JSiey juSyidl solel o LS adl
oS By ou8l B a1 gu JLs plle gydas

coo L g by uata ! O laaedicee !l due Laog

o3 JI3S Y S Jeadl sed ¢ dwis abgll
O Al ¢ sl gy plewas¥ Il I Bas Ll
pLa N Bylady gLy o)ty Olel uniel e
sy

N S R S I
JS Jin sy v Joiwadl 8 udeimall Lolxall g
O s )Y ala NI gl g aSU aSewy 8 L

LB LY g pl ey Y I G woiedl e Lads

Loy

eSS



