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Mr. President

The Syrian Arab Republic participates as an observer in this meeting in
affirmation of the priority it attaches to saving the lives of its citizens
from the dangers of mines and explosive ordnance left behind by
armed terrorist groups in their former areas of control during the
terrorist war launched by these groups against Syria, and its keenness
to clear those areas in order to restore the economic and development
life cycle and to enable the displaced persons to return safely to their
areas and lands and to restore their livelihoods therein.

The Syrian Arab Army leads the efforts to implement plans to clear
mine-contaminated areas within available resources. The armed forces
removed, with national expertise more than 50,000 explosive devices,
84,000 unexploded shells and 45,000 miscellaneous mines, and cleared
more than 55,000 hectares of mines and ammunition, while efforts
continue to analyze mine-contaminated areas in preparation for clearing
them.

With the aim of strengthening the institutional framework for demining
efforts in Syria, the National Committee on Demining was established
in June this year under the chairmanship of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates. Technical standards and guidelines have been
developed that will define the operational framework for all mine action
activities in Syria, in line with the International Mine Action Standards.
Since the signing of the MoU with UNMAS in 2018, my Government
has facilitated the work of UNMAS offices in Damascus and Aleppo.
The cooperation includes awareness-raising tracks, field work and
assistance to victims. In the area of mine and explosive risk education,
significant progress has been made in organizing training courses to
prepare facilitators, and in launching campaigns to raise mine risk
education and mitigate vulnerability incidents. As of September 2022,
the number of beneficiaries of mine and explosive ordnance risk
awareness sessions reached 397,852 in various Syrian governorates.
On the course of field work, surveying mine-contaminated places in
preparation for their removal included many areas in Damascus, Homs,
Daraa and its countryside. The political conditionality imposed by some
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donor countries on the work of UNMAS and the decline in funding for
demining in Syria are obstacles to strengthening and expanding the
scope of UNMAS' field work.

In the area of dealing with mine victims, the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor coordinates responses to the needs of mine victims and
ensures the implementation of legislation and measures to facilitate
their access to appropriate education, employment and health care
opportunities. The response in this area included emergency medical
care, physical rehabilitation and prosthetics. Injuries related to
explosive ordnance contribute to increased needs of the health sector,
with a large proportion of survivors suffering from permanent disability
and requiring long-term support for psychosocial and economic
inclusion.

Despite the progress made in clearing Syrian territory of mines and
explosive ordnance and assisting their victims, the rapid and efficient
completion of this task faces the scarcity of available financial and
technical resources as a result of unilateral coercive measures and
political conditionality on the provision of those resources.

The occupation, the illegal foreign presence in some areas of Syria, and
the use of mines and improvised devices by armed terrorist groups in
those areas, constitute obstacles to access to and clearance of all mine-
contaminated areas.

In the occupied Syrian Golan, mines planted by the Israeli occupation
between the homes of Syrian citizens, around their fields and villages
remain the most important source of threats to their lives and
livelihoods.

In conclusion, the fulfilment of the humanitarian objectives envisaged
by the Ottawa Convention requires respect for the fundamental pillars
on which it was founded, foremost among which is respect for national
ownership of demining operations, international assistance and
cooperation and the provision of financial and technical resources
without political conditionality. We renew our calls for the immediate
and unconditional lifting of western unilateral coercive measures



imposed on Syria and for supporting efforts to cleanse its entire territory
of the evils of mines, terrorism and foreign occupation.

Thank you, Mr. President.



