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Mr. President, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The Candidate Countries North Macedonia, Montenegro and Ukraine and the potential 

candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina1 align themselves with this declaration. 

 

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you, Ambassador Alvaro Enrique Ayala Melendez of 

Colombia, for assuming the Presidency of the Twentieth Meeting of the States Parties to the 

Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention. I wish to also acknowledge all efforts of your 

predecessor Ambassador Arango Olmos and her team for skilfully steering the preparations for 

this important meeting.  

Over the last 25 years, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production 

and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction, has become a success story of 

multilateral diplomacy with a total of 164 countries bound by the global norm it established. 

Since then, considerable progress has been made to stop the suffering caused by anti-personnel 

mines. By virtue of this joint multilateral effort, significantly fewer people have been injured 

or killed because of an anti-personnel mine.  

This remarkable result could not have been achieved without the devotion and commitment of 

the mine ban community, in particular the commitment of survivors and civil society, who work 

globally and in mine affected countries, often risking their own lives. The EU is fully committed 

to ensuring the full, equal and effective participation of mine victims in society, based on 

respect for human rights, gender equality, inclusion and non-discrimination. 

  

 
1 North Macedonia, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process. 



 
 

With all its Member States being parties to the Convention, the EU is strongly united in 

upholding the prohibition of the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel 

mines. The EU continues to be fully committed to strengthen the ban against anti-personnel 

mines and to achieve a world free of anti-personnel mines, and free of any new victims. 

Furthermore, it is of utmost importance that we continue our collective efforts in order to meet 

the obligations under the Convention; to achieve the destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel 

mines, the clearance of mine-contaminated land, provide mine risk education assistance to mine 

victims and sustainable national capacities. The MSP represents a key platform to share 

information on progress made and maintain the momentum towards the full implementation of 

the Oslo Action Plan. 

The EU is also committed to mainstreaming a gender perspective into its mine action work and 

we continue to support the work of stakeholders in mine action to integrate gender perspective 

and take diverse needs and experiences of people in affected communities into their 

humanitarian mine action policies. 

While we celebrate this anniversary, this year we are witnessing a significant challenge to this 

norm. In this respect, the EU deplores the alleged use of anti-personnel mines by Myanmar, a 

terrible assault on collective international efforts banning this weapon. Moreover, the EU 

condemns the continued use in ongoing conflicts, in particular in Ukraine. 

We condemn Russia’s unjustifiable, unprovoked and illegal war of aggression against Ukraine. 

This war of aggression is not only a blatant violation of international law but also a humanitarian 

catastrophe for Ukraine and its people brought about by the Russian Federation in flagrant 

disrespect for international humanitarian law and human rights law. We condemn in the 

strongest possible terms Russia’s use of anti-personnel landmines and we call for immediate 

cease of use of this insidious weapon in Ukraine.  

We call on Russia to immediately stop its military activities and demand the immediate, 

complete and unconditional withdrawal from the territory of Ukraine, within its internationally 

recognized borders. The EU also calls on all stakeholders to refrain from the production, 

stockpiling, trade in and transfer of anti-personnel mines and strongly condemn their use 

anywhere, at any time, by any actors, whether States or non-States actors.  

In conclusion, we invite all partners to renew efforts to eliminate the violent impact of anti-

personnel mines and explosive ordnance. The EU remains committed to mine action and will 

continue to be dedicated to assist in achieving our common goals from Colombia to Cambodia 

and elsewhere to achieve an anti-personnel mine free world. Let’s step up our efforts to ensure 

the rigorous implementation of the Ottawa Convention.      

  



 
 

In conclusion, we expect from this meeting the reaffirmation that human life, human dignity 

and human rights are at the core of our work. We thank the entire international community and 

we are pleased to partner with the UN entities, the ICRC, GICHD, international and regional 

organizations and civil society. We extend our special appreciation to the Implementation 

support Unit of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention for excellently implementing the 

EU’s projects and for their dedication and invaluable work in the implementation of the 

Conventions’ goals.  

Thank you, Mr. President 


