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Assistive products maintain or 
improve a person’s functioning

They are part of universal health 
coverage; and needed across health 
care – not only within and through 
rehabilitation services

Assistive technology is: The systems 
and services needed for people to 
access assistive products
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Assistive technology



Global Report on Assistive Technology
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> 300,000 
people surveyed

> 500 
stakeholders 

engaged

$3M 

Investment

70 countries 

contributed to 

indicators

2 global and 6 

regional 

consultations
Ten recommendations 

for action

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240049451
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Estimate of need



Global Report on Assistive 
Technology 

Need increases during 
humanitarian crisis –
including conflict
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Inequity
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Ageing

2 out of 3 people aged 
over 65 need at least one 
assistive product
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Most people access 
assistive products from 
private shops or clinics 
and pay out-of-pocket.
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Access

Barriers

High cost, lack of support 
and low availability
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Systems data



What does this 

mean for victim 
assistance?
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Use a systems 
approach: Integrate
AT within national 
health and/or social 
care to improve 
access for ALL

Tertiary Service 

(National Level)

Secondary Service 

(District Level)

Primary Health Centre + Community Service

(Town / Village level)

For example: Prosthetics 

and orthotics, intermediate 

level wheelchairs

Specialist AT Services

General AT Service 

delivery

For example: Basic level 

wheelchairs

Screening and referral

Simple AT Service delivery

For example: Reading glasses, 

walking aids, absorbent 

continence products



WHO’s work:
Planning and 
policy

Supporting countries’ 

national planing and 

policy development -

informed by national 

capacity assessment and 

population survey tool.



WHO’s work
Products

Development of 

national Assistive 

Products List –

opening the 

doorway for 

national 

budgeting, 

financing 

mechanisms and 

procurement. 
AT6 and AT10 lists (Ukraine)

WHO and UNICEF Supply Catalogues

Revised Priority Assistive Products List 

and online platform
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WHO’s work
Personnel

Building 

workforce 

capacity at 

community and 

primary health 

level



Thank you

assistivetechnology@who.int

@GATE_AT_World

https://www.who.int/health-topics/assistive-technology

mailto:assistivetechnology@who.int
https://twitter.com/GATE_AT_World

