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H.E. Chair, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, let me congratulate Japan, Sudan, Netherland and Thailand for the
leadership of the Committee on the Enhancement of Cooperation and Assistance.

Following 30-years of achievements, the Cambodian mine action sector is at a
crossroads - having accomplished a lot but at the same time facing significant
challenges to meet our obligations under the Convention in line with the Oslo
Declaration.

Since 1992, the international donor community has contributed some 464 million US
dollars to the mine action sector in Cambodia. In addition, the Royal Government of
Cambodia has also contributed more than 160 million US dollars. This generous
support has led to the release of more than 2,393 square kilometres of contaminated
land, removed and destroyed more than one million anti-personnel mines (1,139,447
APM), over 25 thousand anti-tank mines (26,028 ATM), and some 2.9 million items of
explosive remnants of war (2,999,615 ERW). The above funding also resulted in socio-
economic support, peace building, refugee resettlement, land use, risk reduction,
victim assistance, poverty reduction, and more.

With the knowledge and skills gained from the last 30 years in carrying out
humanitarian mine action, the Cambodian mine action community have broadly
shared lessons learned and successful initiatives with other mine action programmes
globally. We have hosted study visits, conducted trainings and made presentations in
various mine action events. Through these activities, Cambodia has developed a
stronger spirit of cooperation across various country programmes and have made
many positive contributions to the development of mine action programmes in other
affected countries including the States Parties to this convention.

Moreover, Cambodia has been establishing the Mechanism to manage South-South
Cooperation to enhance international cooperation and assistance in mine action
including South-South Cooperation. To Achieve this Cambodia will support other
nations affected by landmines and explosive remnants of war by sharing good
practices and lessons learned from Cambodia’s mine action activities.

South-South Cooperation builds on the experience of Cambodia’s previous South-
South projects including exchange visits, training, and workshop with Angola,
Afghanistan, Colombia, Eretria, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Peru, South
Sudan, Thailand, Vietnam, as well as UN peacekeeping operations. These exchanges
enabled field exposure and sharing of knowledge on a whole range of topics, such as



mine action policy, national standards, survey and clearance management, database
management, planning and prioritization, technical skills, technology, toolbox
integration, land release, mine risk education, victim assistance, links to development,
etc.

We have proudly seen Cambodia transition from a nation receiving peacekeeping
support, to one that has now deployed 6,557 Cambodian peacekeepers — including
338 women — to UN peacekeeping operations to Syria, Chad, Sudan, South Sudan,
Republic of Mali, the Central Africa Republic, Cyprus and Lebanon from 2006 to 2021.
Cambodia is ranked number 2 in the ASEAN for sending the highest number of female
peacekeepers to carry out these operations.

H.E. Chair, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Cambodia’s National Mine Action Strategy 2018-2025 aims to achieve a mine-free
Cambodia to the fullest extent possible by 2025.

Further to the existing level of support through our dedicated and valued development
partners, the Royal Government of Cambodia is committed to providing 10 percent in
cash and in-kind support to match with any new funds provided bilaterally to carry out
mine action operations.

However, an additional budget of 228 million US dollars is further needed to achieve
a mine-free 2025 and minimize the threat of ERW. This includes a need to secure at
least 184 million dollars from now to 2025 to meet our commitment to the Oslo
Declaration and remove all known anti-personnel mines from Cambodia.

As the new methodology to raise funding from development partners, donors, private
sector and Humanitarian charities, Cambodia has been organized the High-Level
Dialogue at last month in Siem Reap province for addressing the challenges, problems
and requirement budget for supporting on Mine/ERW clearance in Cambodia. This
event has been organized and collaboration between the CMAA and Australia
Embassy in Phnom Penh.

This presents a very large funding gap and an immense challenge to Cambodia’s
ability to reach a mine free 2025. In this regard, | would like to call for the continued
and additional support from the Implementation Support Unit and the States Parties to
assist in addressing this funding shortfall.

H.E. Chair, Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude on behalf of the Royal
Government of Cambodia to all development partners who supported and continue
supporting mine action in Cambodia. | also look forward to welcoming any new
development partners who wish to support the achievement of the vision “Cambodia
Mine Free 2025".

Finally, I would like to thank the Chair, Colombia, who has been a very strong partner
in mine action, as well as Germany, Japan and Sudan for their valuable work under
this Committee.

Thank you



