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Thank you, Mr. President,   
 
We very much appreciate the good work of the Commitee on so many fronts. 
 
We enthusias�cally congratulate Eritrea for submi�ng a clearance extension request, and 
thereby coming into formal compliance with the Mine Ban Treaty. 
 
The ICBL is glad to hear that Ukraine’s promised inves�ga�on into reports of use of 
an�personnel mines by Ukrainian forces is con�nuing.  At the same �me, we are very concerned 
that Ukraine has offered no details, and, indeed, that the inves�ga�on has not yet yielded 
results, six months later.    
 
Based on the compelling evidence, including on-the-ground-research, presented by ICBL 
member Human Rights Watch, there should be no doubt that use of an�personnel mines by 
Ukrainian forces has occurred. This is without ques�on one of the most serious viola�ons of the 
Mine Ban Treaty by a State Party ever.  All States Par�es should hold Ukraine accountable, 
strongly and publicly. 
 
Transparency and accep�ng responsibility are absolutely cri�cal in a situa�on such as this, 
involving use by a State Party.  As States Par�es to the Mine Ban Treaty have stressed many 
�mes over many years, use of an�personnel mines is prohibited at all �mes, by all actors, in all 
circumstances. 
 
This Mee�ng of dis�nguished delegates need not be reminded that under interna�onal law, the 
means and methods of warfare are not unlimited.  Banned weapons cannot be used, including 
chemical weapons, biological weapons, blinding laser weapons, cluster muni�ons, and of 
course, an�personnel mines. 
 
If Ukraine is transparent and accountable, and if it declares that it will never use an�personnel 
mines again, it will be seen as a member in good standing of the Mine Ban Treaty and the mine 
ban community.  
 
In addi�on to Ukraine, there are other serious compliance concerns, as States Par�es recognized 
in the Oslo Ac�on Plan.  In light of �me constraints, I will only take note of some of these. 
 
Greece and Ukraine are in viola�on of the Treaty for having missed their stockpile destruc�on 
deadlines long ago.  We were encouraged in June to hear Greece indicate progress on 
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destruc�on and we look forward to hearing further updates from Greece on its destruc�on 
efforts and comple�on date during the next session.  As for Ukraine, it is important Ukraine is 
taking concrete steps to ensure its stockpiled mines will not make their way to the batlefield  
while awai�ng destruc�on.  
  
There are compliance concerns with respect to Ar�cle 3 on mines inappropriately retained for 
training and research, Ar�cle 5 on delayed ac�on or non-ac�on on mine clearance, Ar�cle 7 on 
the low rate of transparency repor�ng, and Ar�cle 9 on lack of na�onal implementa�on 
measures. We note the ICRC also addressed these issues, as did the President, calling for beter 
compliance.   
 
The norm against an�personnel mines must also be protected. Russia, which has correctly been 
condemned my many delega�ons, is making a mockery of the norm, using an�personnel mines 
and banned booby-traps on a scale unseen for many years. In addi�on, the government forces 
of Myanmar are con�nuing to use an�personnel mines, keeping up a more than two-decade 
record.  All States Par�es should condemn these and all instances of use by anyone, anywhere, 
under any circumstances.   
 
These various compliance concerns are now long-standing, and demand dedicated and 
sustained aten�on from the President, the Commitee on Coopera�ve Compliance, and all 
States Par�es to address these concerns effec�vely.  
 
Thank you.  
  


