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Background

It has been long recognised that while each State Party is responsible for implementing the provisions
of the Convention in areas under its jurisdiction or control and that enhanced cooperation can support
accelerated implementation of Convention obligations. The States Parties have also long recognised
that overcoming distinct and often unique circumstances faced by mine-affected States is key and that
needs for cooperation and support vary according to national implementation contexts.

These realisations led to the establishment of the Individualised Approach, which in its essence, offers
a platform for affected States Parties to share information on their challenges in implementation and
requirements for support. Furthermore, National Mine Action Platforms are meant to ensure regular
dialogue between stakeholders and foster more systematic and long-term partnerships. The
Individualised Approach is thus the first step in a comprehensive process encompassing National Mine
Action Platforms and other forms of enhanced cooperation. What is clear is that mine-affected States
and those in a position to provide assistance have an important role to play in the success of these
approaches.

As the 21MSP is the last formal opportunity to take stock of our collective efforts before the Fifth
Review Conference, it offers an opportunity for more in-depth discussion on how the Individualised
Approach and National Mine Action Platforms can succeed, determine where challenges for mine-
affected States and donors lay, and which areas to consider when looking at more effective
international cooperation.

The panel will seek to answer the following questions:

e What are Individualised Approaches and National Mine Action Platforms? And what is their
role in building partnerships?

e What challenges do affected-States face, what are the ebbs and flows of partnerships and
international support, and how could the Individualised Approach and National Mine Action
Platforms help?

¢ What are the necessary conditions — on the side of mine-affected State Parties and on the side
of donor states — for partnerships to be successful?

e What challenges do states have in establishing National Mine Action Platforms? Are there any
best practices?

¢ What should the Convention community do towards the Fifth Review Conference to ensure
the strengthening of cooperation mechanisms beyond nice words on paper?
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Moderator — 21MSP President Ambassador Thomas Gdbel

e Thailand — Patawee Treekarunasawad, Minister-Counsellor
Thailand will offer an overview of the need for an individualized approach and national mine action
platforms as means to respond to the diverse and unique challenges faced by States Parties in their

implementation efforts.

e Angola - Narciso Tiacafe, Head of Ops & Accreditation, National Mine Action Agency of Angola
(ANAMA)

Angola will offer information on the difficulties with the ebbs and flows of partnerships and how this
challenges implementation.

e Norway— Camilla Dannevig, Senior Advisor for humanitarian disarmament, Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Norway will offer insights into their funding rationale and reflect on challenges for donor states.
Participation

Following the panel the moderator will invite comments from the audience.To prepare for this
discussion delegations may wish to consider the following questions:

e How can States in a position to provide assistance coordinate their resources towards
successful implementation of the Convention and increased flexibility?

e How can mechanisms for enhanced cooperation be used more efficiently and what should we
consider in a future action plan to ensure that no mine-affected state is left behind?

The moderator will close with some parting thoughts/suggestions on the road to the development of
the new action plan and towards strengthening partnerships for completion.



