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Thank you, Mr. President, 

The ICBL was pleased to hear updates from Greece and Ukraine on their stockpile destruc@on efforts. 
The war in Ukraine has certainly complicated maBers. 

But Greece and Ukraine remain in viola@on of Ar@cle 4 for 15 and 13 years respec@vely aIer failing to 
complete the destruc@on of their stockpiles by their four-year deadline. Neither state has made much 
apparent progress destroying its stocks over the past calendar year nor has either indicated when they 
will fulfill this obliga@on.  

We were encouraged to hear from Greece about some progress on destroying its remaining stockpiles. 
We further encourage Greece to set a firm completion deadline, to intensify its efforts and devote the 
necessary resources for stockpile destruction, as well as to provide monthly progress reports to States 
Parties. 

We took note of Ukraine’s update in its most recent Ar@cle 7 transparency report covering 2022: 

An0-personnel mines, the presence of which was declared by Ukraine as part of the implementa0on of 
Ar0cle 4 of the OJawa Conven0on, are in the warehouses of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and will be 
destroyed in accordance with the commitments made aMer the cessa0on of hos0li0es and the restora0on 
of the territorial integrity of Ukraine within its interna0onally recognized borders.  

At the same 0me, if the warehouses and arsenals where an0-personnel mines are stored are located in 
the territories occupied by Russia, or they have been subjected to air and missile strikes by the armed 
forces of the Russian Federa0on, then informa0on about such mines can be obtained only aMer the 
territory has been liberated, cleared and carrying out relevant inspec0ons. 

In light of the credible reports of recent Ukrainian use of antipersonnel mines, it is essential that the 
Ukrainian government accounts for the status of its stockpile of antipersonnel mines, and assures States 
Parties that none of its stockpiled mines will be used in combat operations. 
 
The Oslo Ac@on Plan urges states that have failed to meet their stockpile destruc@on deadlines to 
“present a @me-bound plan for comple@on and urgently proceed with implementa@on as soon as 
possible in a transparent manner.” 

Both situa@ons are regreBable but should be of great concern to all States Par@es, who, alongside the 
President and the CommiBee on Coopera@ve Compliance, should undertake urgent steps to help the 
two concerned States Par@es fulfill their obliga@ons and come back into compliance, as soon as possible.   

Thank you. 


