Statement of Bangladesh by Mr. Toufique Hasan
on
Agenda Item 06: Renewing the Political Commitment to the Convention
Fifth Review Conference of the Anti-personal Landmines Convention

Mr. President, Excellencies and Distinguished delegates,

On behalf of the Government of Bangladesh, I extend our sincere appreciation to the
Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia for hosting the Fifth Review Conference of the Anti-
Personnel Landmines Convention and for the warm hospitality. I congratulate you, Mr.
President, for your leadership in steering our work in an effective manner since the beginning

of the preparatory works of this Conference.

Mr. President,

Bangladesh’s commitment to general and complete disarmament remains a fundamental
pursuit of our national and foreign policy. In the same spirit, we became the first South Asian
country to ratify this Convention. Our decision to adhere to this Convention was also guided
by our genuine commitment for upholding and advancing international humanitarian laws,

respect for human dignity and for the greater cause of humanity.

Mr. President,

We are deeply concerned to see, even after 25 years — the production, stockpiling and use of
anti-personnel mines continue across the world, claiming lives of innocent civilians. We believe
that the answer to our concern lies in achieving the universalization of the Convention. While
the Convention has set a strong norm against the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of
anti-personnel mines, 33 States remain outside the Convention which constitute the major
obstacle to our collective resolve to have a mine-free world. No new accession to the
Convention since the last Review Conference necessitates the need to redouble our efforts and

calibrate our strategies towards full universalization.

Mr. President,
Bangladesh has recorded success in implementation of the Convention at national level. We
completed destruction of our anti-personnel mines stockpile within the time limit. At present,

we are in possession of a small number of Anti-personnel mines for permissible purposes. This
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is the minimum number required to impart training to Bangladesh Armed Forces for mine
actions to prepare them for safeguarding national security and the UN Peacekeeping Missions
with demining mandate. Bangladesh submits the Article 7 transparency report timely, including

the technical characteristics of Anti-personnel mines in its possession for permitted purposes.

Mr. President,

We wish to inform the Conference that our National International Humanitarian Law
Committee has completed the drafting of the Bangladesh Anti-personnel Mines (Ban) Bill - a
dedicated, comprehensive legislation aimed at ensuring full implementation of the Convention
at the national level. We are hopeful that this legislation will be in force before we meet at the

Sixth Review Conference.

Mr. President,

Bangladesh has developed expertise in mine action. This expertise of our Armed Forces
Personnels has been effectively used in clearing mines and other unexploded ordnance in the
UN peacekeeping operations and outside the UN. We are ready to share our expertise with

countries who do need so.

Mr. President,

We acknowledge that significant progress has been made towards the vision of a mine free
world. But we have also realized that more work needs to be done to translate our collective
vision into reality. The proposed Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan sets a number of timely,
realistic, concrete, time-bound, measurable and achievable objectives which offer the
international community another opportunity to make progress towards the realization of a
mine-free world. Bangladesh will spare no efforts in implementing the Action Plan at national
level. And we reaffirm our commitments to engage actively with all the State Parties and the
States not parties to this Convention towards the implementation of the Action Plan at regional

and global levels.

I thank you, Mr. President.
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