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Thank you Mister President, 
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished delegates, 
 
We would like to thank you and your team for all the hard work you have put into organizing this 
Fifth Review Conference. The great hospitality and leadership that Cambodia has demonstrated by 
hosting this important conference is truly impressive. We welcome a successful outcome which 
renews the political commitment of States Parties and paves the way for the next five years. In 
addition to the statements delivered by the EU, the Netherlands would like to make some 
additional remarks in its national capacity. 
 
In times like these, reconfirmation of our commitment by all State Parties to the APMBC carries 
more weight than ever. The value and power of the Ottawa treaty can not be underestimated. 
This treaty saves lives. Its universal implementation is a goal we remain committed to, in times of 
peace and especially in times of conflict. We urge all State Parties to comply with their obligations 
under the Convention. 
 
Since the signing of the Oslo Action Plan, 5 years ago, the Netherlands has released over 55 million 
square metres of land in 16 different countries through our Mine Action and Cluster Munitions 
Programme. 
 
Of course, we’re not alone in this. Many donors provide generous support that saves many lives. 
But it simply isn’t enough. There is a huge gap between existing funding and the challenges at 
hand. To mobilize the required investments and to reach our common goals, there is a pressing 
need to mobilize more funding from other sources. New ways of financing, for example through a 
frontloading mechanism, will lead to a more effective sector which is beneficial for all mine 
affected countries. Therefore, innovative finance deserves the attention of all of us. Together we 
can create meaningful change by working together to develop such a model for mine action. Now 
is the right time to push further and turn ideas into action. 
 



 

  
Mister President 
  
Victims and their families still need the assistance they so desperately deserve. The Netherlands 
welcomes the strong language on Victim Assistance contained in the new Siem Reap Angkor 
Action Plan. We are also pleased that mental health and psychosocial support and wellbeing are 
well included. It builds on the commitments made at the previous Review Conference in Oslo, and 
further strengthens it. 
  
As Gender Focal Point of the Victim Assistance Committee, the Netherlands appreciates that the 
Siem Reap Angkor Action Plan renews the commitments and incorporates lessons learned by 
strengthening synergies between the APMBC and international frameworks such as the Women 
Peace and Security Agenda, the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Agenda 
2030, as well as international organizations such as the World Health Organization. 
 
In conclusion, mister President, The Kingdom of the Netherlands reiterates its full commitment to 
the Convention and the outcomes of the fifth Review Conference in order to work towards a 
world free of anti-personnel mines. 
  
Thank you Mister President. 

 


