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Mr. President,   

Excellencies, Colleagues,  

Sweden stands fully by the statements delivered by the European Union. Please 

allow me to add a few remarks from a national perspective. 

I want to congratulate you to the conclusion of a very successful Siem Reap-

Angkor Summit and thank you, and all involved, for the excellent arrangements 

and the great hospitality shown. It has been a privilege for me and my delegation to 

be here in Siem Reap. 

I would also like to commend the Director and staff of the ISU, UNODA and the 

Secretariat for their excellent work in connection to this conference. 

Mr. President, 

The Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention is a key achievement for international 

disarmament, international humanitarian law, peace and security. Sweden stands 

firmly behind the convention which combines a strong global norm against the use 

of anti-personnel mines with a commitment to end the suffering and casualties 

caused by these weapons and enables social development. 

We continue to promote universalisation of the Convention and call on all States 

that have not yet done so to join this Convention without further delay. We 

welcome the update from the Kingdom of Tonga on its efforts to accede to the 

Convention. 

Mr. President,  

Considering the humanitarian goals of the Convention, we cannot look away from 

Russia’s unjustifiable, unprovoked, and illegal war of aggression against Ukraine, 

which constitutes a flagrant violation of international law, including the UN 

Charter. Sweden condemns Russia’s aggression against Ukraine in the strongest 

possible terms and demands that Russia respects international law, including 

international humanitarian law, and that Russia immediately and unconditionally 

withdraws all its troops and military equipment from the entire territory of Ukraine.  

As a result of Russia’s war of aggression, Ukraine is now one of the most mine-

contaminated country in the world. 

 



Mr. President,  

International assistance is a key part of this Convention. Sweden continues to 

support several States globally, including Ukraine, as well as other stakeholders in 

clearing mines, raising awareness, supporting victims, educating on risks and 

advocating for Mine Action. Last year, Sweden contributed with over 15 million 

USD to Mine Action. 

We recognize the social, economic and developmental impact of anti-personnel 

mines. Our joint efforts in international assistance, including victim assistance, 

remain crucial for international peace and security, as well as for achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

Mine clearance remains a fundamental obligation under the Convention, aimed at 

protecting people from the dangers posed by anti-personnel mines and achieving 

the goal of a mine-free world. Cambodia is a country that has achieved impressive 

progress in this regard. 

Through our involvement in the Committee on Article 5, Sweden has sought to 

contribute to advancing best practices for the implementation of Article 5 and will 

continue to support mine clearance activities. 

Mr. President,  

Sweden reiterates the significance of ensuring financial stability of the Convention 

and its Implementation Support Unit and would like to stress the importance of the 

State Parties contributions. Sweden is a long-standing contributor of the ISU, and 

this year we have doubled our support for its important work. 

Let me reiterate that Sweden is a firm champion of gender equality. We believe that 

by applying a gender perspective to arms control, disarmament, and non-

proliferation, we can improve our collective work and strengthen international 

peace and security. 

Furthermore, Sweden emphasizes the importance that all state parties submit their 

national, annual reports in accordance with the Convention. We underscore the 

significance of transparency to ensure the effective implementation of the 

convention. 



To conclude, I would like to assure you, Mr President, as well as all States Parties 

and partners in the UN system and in civil society, of our continued support for 

this Convention and for its implementation. 

We recognize the considerable progress that has been achieved since the 

convention went into force and welcome the adoption of the Siem Reap-Angkor 

Political Declaration and Action Plan which will pave the way for our continued 

strong engagement over the coming years with the goal of achieving a world free 

from anti-personnel mines. 

Thank you. 


