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Agenda item 6. Renewing the political commitment to the Convention

Thank you,

Mr President, Your Excellency,

Congratulations to you and your country, the Kingdom of Cambodia, for delivering
the Convention and all the people who commit to its cause, to this point. | can assure

you of the UK’s full support.

Anti-personnel land mines continue to injure and kill long after conflicts have ended.
Globally, we have inherited a problem that can only be resolved by working together.
The UK remains committed to the Convention, its provisions, and its norms. We are
encouraged by the global mine action community and its successes; yet remain
focused on the remaining and emerging challenges. The attention to detail given to
the conference’s outcome documents has been impressive and we are confident that
these documents will guide us through the next five years, modernising and
streamlining what is already an effective Convention with even more robust

machinery.

This review conference is a unigque opportunity to proactively determine the next five
years of the Treaty’s direction and associated actions, at a time when norms
continue to be tested, and mine contamination caused by non-state actors and
states not party continues to burden our members. The UK desires a Political

Declaration and Action Plan which accommodates the needs of all States Parties



Check against delivery

and most importantly, the communities around the world who continue to face the
threat of anti-personnel mines both improvised and non-improvised in nature. Mine
action saves lives, prevents injuries and is a vital enabler of SDGs in multiple
contexts, including for humanitarian assistance, early recovery, peacebuilding and

development. We must not fail.
Mr President,

| want you and all our colleagues to be assured of the UK’s enduring support to this
Convention. This does not only include our participation in meetings and contribution
to the Convention’s machinery, but also our programmatic work, primarily through
the Global Mine Action Programme and its implementing partners. As we celebrate
10 years of GMAP, we reflect on our achievements in Cambodia alongside the
HALO Trust, Mines Advisory Group (MAG) and the Cambodian Mine Action
Authority (CMAA). Together, we have released over 151 million metres squared and
provided risk education to over 480,000 people since 2014, with £21.8 million in UK
funding. In addition to this, we note the success of our £1.3 million Development
Impact Bond in Preah Vihear supporting sustainable agriculture on cleared
minefields. We thank the ISU for assisting with the handling of the UK’s voluntary
contribution of $50,000 USD, which we hope goes some way in complimenting the
tireless background work of the organisers.

The Convention is currently holding strong against several challenges, and we face
these together. There is much work to be done, and the UK stands ready to support
all our colleagues in achieving this as we remain committed to a world free from the

harm of anti-personnel landmines.

Thank you



