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Mr. President, | speak on behalf of The HALO Trust and would like to congratulate you on
your Presidency and thank you and your team, and the Implementation Support Unit for
your tireless efforts during the last year, and for making us feel so welcome here in Siem
Reap.

The Mine Ban Treaty is a key pillar of the rules-based international order, and the most
successful disarmament treaty ever signed. We at HALO are proud to support its aims.

The Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan reflects how much has been achieved in the past 25
years and what we can do together over the next five. It is broad in scope, recognising the
importance of victim assistance, risk education, gender and diversity considerations, the
environment, and the integration of technology. Each and every one of these
developments is essential for addressing the complex and evolving challenges of
contamination and we look forward to supporting it.

As we look to the future, we would wish to highlight the importance of accurate survey
and clearance to ensure we make strong progress against Article 5 in support of affected
State and beneficiary communities, in order to reduce the suffering of people as quickly
as possible.

With clearance, lives are saved, displaced families can return home, farmers can work
their lands, and economies can recover. We celebrate the record levels of clearance
reported in 2023 and recognize his progress is made possible by the extraordinary
dedication of a range of stakeholders including host nations, donors, advocates and the
communities we serve.

We would wish to end by applauding the work of each and every deminer around the
world who is making the policy vision of this treaty a human reality.

Thank you, Mr President.



