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ICBL comments on Eritrea’s Extension Request
Mine Ban Treaty’s 5t Review Conference, Siem Reap, Cambodia, 25-29 November 2024

Thank you, Mr. President.
The ICBL thanks Eritrea for submitting its interim request and presenting it today.

We also want to thank all partners for their close and continued engagement with Eritrea, in
particular the Presidency, the Committee on the Art. 5 Implementation, and the ISU for all
your efforts in regard to Eritrea’s submission and presence this week.

While the ICBL is very pleased to see Eritrea at this 5" Review Conference and appreciates
submission of a formal request to extend its current Art. 5 deadline, we are disappointed
Eritrea was not in a position, for the second time in a row, to submit a full comprehensive
request and on time.

Eritrea’s current Art. 5 deadline expires on 31 December this year. This new extension
presented today is aimed to ensure Eritrea’s formal compliance with Article 5 of the treaty
until 31 March 2027.

We are concerned, however, that Eritrea’s mine action operations have been stalled for the
past 10 years, and at the moment there still does not seem to be a plan on resuming them
and getting back on track.

The ICBL is asking Eritrea to undertake urgent steps to fully re-engage with the treaty, in
particular to:

- Resume its mine action operations on the ground as soon as possible;

- Develop a comprehensive plan for survey and clearance of its contaminated land and
present a more comprehensive request for its Art. 5 deadline extension, as soon as
possible, and well ahead of its deadline of 31 March 2027;

- Start to report regularly on its mine action efforts and challenges — something that
has been lacking since 2014;

Eritrea is not alone in these endeavors — numerous partners and supporters from the mine
action community, including ICBL members, are ready and willing to support Eritrea in any
way it deems useful to move forward with the implementation of its clearance obligations
and to benefit its affected communities.

Once again, the ICBL looks forward to working closely with Eritrea and all other partners to
ensure Eritrea has all the necessary means and support to quickly get back on track towards

becoming free of mines.

Thank you.



