Article 4
Mr. President, distinguished participants of the meeting!

According to the Ottawa Convention, Ukraine obligates to destroying the
existing stockpiles of anti-personnel mines. This means the destruction of
more than 6.8 million anti-personnel mines inherited from the Soviet
Union. Ukraine has successfully moved forward in its efforts to fulfill its
obligations under Article 4 of the Ottawa Convention. More than 2 500 000
mines were completely destroyed.

In accordance with the Action No. 14 of the "Oslo Action Plan" States
Parties that have failed to meet their stockpile destruction deadline and
therefore are in non-compliance with Article 4, have to present a time-
bound plan for completion. Unfortunately, the implementation of this
requirement is currently not possible.

The full-scale, unprovoked and unjustified aggression of the Russian
Federation against Ukraine has made adjustments to the plans for the
destruction of the stockpile. At present, all economic and financial
resources of Ukraine and assistance from our international partners are
aimed at resisting Russian aggression against Ukraine, preserving Ukrainian
statehood and independence and restoring the protection of the civilians
on the deoccupied territories.

At the same time, ammunition storages and arsenals where anti-
personnel mines stored have been under constant air and missile strikes by
the armed forces of the Russian Federation. In addition, some of them are
in the territories that are currently under the occupation by the Russian
armed forces. It means, there is no possibility, whatsoever, to conduct audit
and verification of anti-personnel mines stocks. There are also stockpiles on
the territories that were recently liberated by Ukrainian Armed Forces,
however, the non-stable security situation does not allow Ukraine to
conduct the audit of the stock.

Ukraine assures that, despite the existing threats, the anti-personnel
mines declared by Ukraine as part of the implementation of Article 4 of the
Ottawa Convention that are in the stockpiles of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine will be destroyed in accordance with the obligations after the
cessation of hostilities and the restoration of Ukraine's territorial integrity
within its internationally recognized borders.

Thank you for your attention



