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FOREWORD 
  

 

Angola signed the Ottawa Convention in December 1997, during the armed 

conflict, and ratified it in June 2002, becoming a State Party in January 2003. 

Humanitarian demining operations in Angola began in 1995 after the signing of 

the Lusaka Peace Protocol on 20 November 1994. However, due to various 

interruptions in this process with the resumption of the armed conflict, we should 

consider that the actual progress of demining actions is measured from 2002 

onwards, following the achievement of effective peace for the Republic of 

Angola, as a result of the signing of the Luena Memorandum of Understanding 

on 4 April 2002 between the belligerents. 

1. PROBLEM 
 

▪ Armed conflict from 1961 to 2002; 

▪ More than 15 actors involved in the conflict (Portuguese Army, MPLA, 

UNITA, FNLA, FAPLA, FALA, ELNA, Cuban Army, South African 

Apartheid Army, Zairian Army, ANC, SWAPO, Catangueses, 

Mercenaries, FAA, FMU and others); 

▪ More than 70 types of mines used (anti-personnel and anti-tank); 

▪ 1,988 communities impacted and 3,293 areas suspected of being 

contaminated - Data from the Survey of the socio-economic impact of 

mines on communities (LIS) 2004/2007; 

▪ New areas discovered after the LIS was carried out; 

▪ Limited resources (financial and material); 

▪ Existence of a single specific Explosive Ordnance Hazard Education 

operator. 

2. PROGRESS 
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A The Republic of Angola, along with the public operators, relies on the 

participation of national and international non-governmental organisations and 

various private operators to carry out demining tasks throughout the country. 

Currently operating in the country are the National Demining Centre (CND), the 

national NGO APACOMinas, the international NGOs NPA, APOPO, The HALO 

Trust and MAG, as well as some commercial operators. Among the progress 

made so far, the following milestones are worthy of note: 

▪ Improved Land Release practices; 

▪ Released 75. 400. 685 m2 in confirmed mined areas in the last 7 years; 

▪ Modernisation of the Information Management System (migration to 

IMSMA Core); 

▪ Advancements in Quality Management and Control methods; 

▪ Expansion of Explosive Ordnance Risk Education, Awareness Raising 

and Prevention activities; 

▪ Strengthening Gender and Diversity practices; 

▪ Improved environmental preservation actions; 

▪ Updated 14 National Mine Action Standards. 

 

3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 

There are countless results of demining operations and the associated 

economic, social and political impacts on the daily lives of communities. These 

include:  

▪ Return of the population to their areas of origin;  

▪ Exponential increase in family farming and herding; 

▪ Rehabilitation of roads (primary, secondary and tertiary); 

▪ Rehabilitation and construction of railway lines (Luanda Railway, 

Benguela Railway and Moçâmedes Railway); 
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▪ Construction and repair of high, medium and low voltage electricity 

transmission lines; 

▪ Construction and reconstruction of social infrastructure (housing, 

hospitals, airports, dams, water collection and treatment stations, etc.); 

▪ Promotion of tourism; 

▪ Diversification of the economy.  

 
4. CHALLENGES 

 

Despite the results achieved to date, the Mine Action Program continues to face 

a number of challenges, and a long journey lies ahead to reach the vision of an 

Angola free from the negative impact of explosive ordnance contamination, with 

emphasis on the following actions: 

▪ Strengthen ANAM's oversight capacity; 

▪ Continue the capability-building process of ANAM's quality assurance 

and control teams; 

▪ Improve interaction between ANAM and partners; 

▪ Strengthen the technical and operational capacity of public and private 

operators; 

▪ Continue the process of assessing the socio-economic impact of cleared 

areas; 

▪ Clear all remaining areas in the National Mine Action Database; 

▪ Ensure the implementation of socio-economic development projects; 

▪ Approve the residual risk management strategy; 

▪ Declare communities free of known mined areas; 

▪ Revitalize Explosive Ordnance Hazard Education activities; 

▪ Continue implementing the strategy for resources mobilization. 

 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 


