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Statement of the Committee on the Enhancement

of Cooperation and Assistance

Good morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Mister President,

At the outset, and on behalf of the members of the Committee on Enhancement
of cooperation and assistance, | would like to express our warm congratulations
to His Excellency Dr Ly Thuch for his election as a President of the 05" Review
Conference of the Antipersonal Mine Ban Convention, as well as our deep
appreciation for his tremendous efforts to lead up to this paramount step in a
very challenging and sensitive international context.

Indeed, Algeria had the great honor to preside over the Committee in which it
has been working closely with Denmark, Japan and Tirkiye. Personally, | would
like to emphasize that the cooperation and engagement spirit embolden by the
unwavering commitment have marked the work of these tree states parties who
have succeeded to bring their added value to the convention. Many thanks dear
Andreas, Nana and Sezgin.

Furthermore, we are pleased to convey our heartfelt thanks and sincere
gratitude to all the ISU Team members under the leadership of M. Juan Carlos,
who has been witnessing a long chapter of the life of the Convention, by
contributing to promoting its goals and priorities.

M. President;

The Committee was established with the purpose of assisting the States Parties
in the full implementation of Article 6 of the Convention on Cooperation and
Assistance, in line with their reaffirmation that ending the suffering and
casualties caused by anti-personnel mines is a shared commitment.

Since the Twenty-First Meeting of the States Parties, we have sought to
implement our mandate:



= By supporting States Parties in taking advantage of the individualised
approach;

= Promoting the establishment of national mine action platforms through
our bilateral meetings;

® Encouraging increased transparency, through the submission of detailed
information in Article 7 Reports, the Convention’s website country pages
and encourage use of the online tool, and;

= Encouraging the sharing of best practices, including through the
Cooperation and Assistance Fund,

= Contributing, in coordination with the Committee on Article 05
Implementation, to engage in the consultations with some states parties
which submitted their extension request, with the aim of examining the
impact of cooperation and assistance regarding the capacity of these
states parties to fulfil their commitments. In this regard, it's worth
mentioning that the lack of national and international financial resources
continues to be reported as the key challenge in implementation reported
by States Parties. Other challenges included capacity, technical expertise
amongst others.

M. President;

While national ownership is the cornerstone for cooperation and assistance, we
also believe that there is room for greater partnerships between affected States
and States in a position to provide assistance to see how to best overcome
barriers to implementation. This partnership is, of course, a unique part of our
Convention.

Taking into account the necessity to mobilize all the tools made available by the
convention under the chapter of cooperation and assistance, the committee has
been focusing mainly on the individualised Approach and the sharing of best
practices and learned lessons among the mines affected states parties seeking
for assistance and those in position to provide such assistance.

In this regard, and upon the request of Perou to take advantage of the
Individualised Approach, the Committee has organised, in the margins of the
intersessional meeting, held in June 2024, a meeting between the Peruvian mine
action Centre and all states parties and stakeholder in the mine action area.
During this meeting, the Peruvian delegation highlighted the progress already



achieved in the implementation of its mine clearance obligations and the
difficulties that have been preventing Perou from finalizing this process. It gave
also the opportunity to the partners of Perou to reaffirm their commitment to
continue providing their support to Government of Perou. We believe that the
Individualised approach deserves to be kept as a very pragmatic tool to ensure
the strong cooperation and assistance between the state parties to the
convention. However, it is necessary to continue, in the future, thinking in depth
on how we could give a new impetus to the individualised approach.

We have also launched the first pilot study/exchange visit through the
Cooperation and Assistance Fund established by the Netherlands at the
Nineteenth Meeting of the States Parties. During the first week of November
2024, a delegation from the newly established Nigerian Mine Action Centre
visited the Turkish Mine Action Centre.



