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Agenda item 8e(i). Renewing the political commitment to the convention
Thank you, Mr Chair,

The United Kingdom remains committed to the convention and its humanitarian
principles as we mark this twenty-fifth year of operation. In this context, international
co-operation and assistance remain as important as ever, as we collectively refresh
our focus and determination for the next five years of mine action.

The UK works closely with a wide range of mine action stakeholders, to deliver
impactful interventions that reflect the priorities of affected states and benefit
communities. In June this year we were delighted to co-host, with Wilton Park and
the Royal Government of Cambodia, a retreat "Preparing for success at the Fifth
Review Conference of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention.” Recognising the
importance of enhanced partnerships amongst donors, the UK is pleased to confirm
that we will take over from Italy as chair of the Mine Action Support Group. We thank
Italy for all its work as the current chair of MASG.

The UK’s main programme vehicle, the Global Mine Action Programme (GMAP) -
now in its third iteration - is active in 11 countries, funding a country-specific mix of
demining, risk education and national capacity building. Since April 2022, GMAP3
has cleared, confirmed safe and released over 27.3 million square metres of land
and delivered risk education messages to over 637,000 people living in mine-
affected communities. This year, we celebrate the 10" anniversary of GMAP, which
has invested £210 million in mine action since 2014 — an investment which has
resulted in over 693 million square metres of land being cleared and confirmed safe,
and delivery of risk education messages to over 5.4 million people. The UK is
committed to saving lives, preventing injuries and enabling communities to develop
in multiple countries and contexts.



Check against delivery

The UK continues to invest in exploring alternative sources of funding in accordance
with Action 42 of the Oslo Action Plan, noting the potential for innovative finance
mechanisms to deliver both additional funding and stronger outcomes for the sector.
Our development impact bond project in Cambodia, working with APOPO and
agricultural organisation Cordaid, is showing strong results for participating farmers.
Alongside our work in Cambodia, we are pleased to announce a new innovative
finance mine action and livelihoods project in Syria, in partnership with Danish
Church Aid. This new project is entering the detailed design stage, with
implementation scheduled to start during 2025.

We are positive about the potential for innovative finance mechanisms to be applied
to mine action in Ukraine. We recently co-funded with Swiss and Dutch colleagues a
UNDP feasibility study which launched its findings ahead of last month’s Ukraine
mine action conference in Lausanne. The UK encourages all parties active in
supporting mine action in Ukraine to support the Ukrainian authorities as they take
the recommendations forward.

Finally, the UK notes the potential for a global front-loading facility for mine action to
be a game changer for the sector. The UK looks forward to exploring with interested
parties a detailed design model that might be used in future to seek political buy-in.

All the above were covered in Wednesday’s side event: Innovative Finance in Mine
Action: progress to Date and New Initiatives. The UK welcomes collaboration with
other interested parties to take forward any of the above initiatives and looks forward
to continuing this work under the auspices of the Siem Reap-Angkor action plan.

The UK is currently sponsoring two research projects into, respectively,
environmental considerations in mine action programmes, with NPA and the Climate
and environment Observatory; and causal linkages between mine action and

development, with DRC. Both are also being covered in conference side events.

On this landmark year, the UK reaffirms its longstanding commitment to the
convention and expresses its gratitude to the Cambodian Presidency, ISU and all

other review conference participants.

Thank you.



