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Thank you Mr President,

one of the most important strengths of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention is its framework of
cooperation and assistance based on Article 6. Throughout its life, the APMBC has been
implemented through remarkable examples of cooperation and assistance underpinned by solidarity
and a common commitment towards the achievement of a mine-free world. We are glad to see that
international cooperation is mainstreamed in the Siem Reap-Angkor action plan, as it is only together
that we can all address and prevent the harm caused by anti-personnel landmines.

Effective cooperation and assistance mean States Parties working together on the basis of a clear and
joint understanding of the practical issues and how to do so together. The centrality of an evidence-
based approach and the essential nature of national strategies and plans — as outlined at Action 43 of
the action plan — are very good examples of how the global system of the APMBC should be driven
by the needs and priorities at national and local levels, including the needs of all affected people.

Such joint understanding and action ensure that the cooperation between national authorities,
donors and operators like MAG is effective and efficient, making the goals of the APMBC a reality in
the service of affected people and communities.

MAG welcomes the emphasis in the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan on the multiple ways in which all
States Parties and other stakeholders can contribute to the success of the APMBC. The significant
expertise of States Parties, developed through the course of more than 25 years of Treaty
implementation, should be seen as a valuable source of cooperation and assistance. We should also
recognise that local civil plays an essential role in implementing this Convention.

A cooperative spirit should continue to inspire all aspects of the Convention’s implementation,
including the Article 5 reporting and extension request process. Transparency and openness by
States Parties in all regions should be met with responsiveness at all stages of the pathway to
completion - including in the case of those states that are preparing an extension request for the first
time, and those that are affected by newly discovered contamination.

We appreciate the emphasis on “donor coordination and effective partnerships” in the draft action
plan as the commitment towards the achievement of common goals has been often undermined lack
of complementarity in donor funding priorities, leading to recurrent funding gaps for some states.

Mr President,

We welcome the inclusion of Action 44 on the exploration of the feasibility of a multi-donor
voluntary fund in support of Article 5. We believe that there is an urgent need for such a mechanism
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to fill the gaps that affect States Parties “struggling to secure international assistance for their legal
and time-bound commitments under Article 5 of the Convention.” As well as directly advancing
implementation, such a fund would reinforce the principles underpinning this Convention.

MAG's expert advice is available to contribute to this process as needed. At the same time, we
emphasise that it should be state led, with inputs from States Parties both providing and receiving
international cooperation and assistance, and a focus on national ownership.

Continued political and financial commitments by all States Parties and other actors in the
framework of the Convention are vital to accelerate progress in our collective aspiration towards a
mine-free world where no State Party is left behind.

| thank you, Mr President.



