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Thank you, Mr. President,

Cooperation and assistance represent an important part of this treaty. At the heart of the
APMBC lies the principle of collective effort—working together to support one another in achieving
the Convention's goals.

During the five years since the last review conference, two States Parties have completed their
Article 5 obligations, while two others have reported discovering new contamination. Now is the time
to increase our focus on completion, a critical goal of the Convention. Demonstrating success stories
that highlight the relevance and importance of the Treaty is urgently needed. It is in everyone’s
interest to ensure the success of this Convention by enabling States Parties to achieve this goal.

NPA has spoken about a completion fund before and would like to highlight under this agenda
item that establishing such a fund would not only address Article 5 implementation and compliance,
but it would diversify the donor pool, enabling States Parties otherwise unable to support, to make
smaller contributions. This would also further expand cooperation and assistance within the
Convention.

We therefore welcome the inclusion of Action 44 and the reference to such a fund in the Siem
Reap Angkor Action Plan, however, we believe that further improvements to this reference are still
needed. In particular, a two-year period for the conclusion of the feasibility study should be
reconsidered, as the long timeline can weaken the objective of establishing such a fund, especially as
clearance obligations are time bound. We hope that the final document to be adopted tomorrow will
have a more ambitious and realistic timeframe of completing a feasibility study by the next Meeting
of the States Parties, where a recommendation for establishing such a fund could be presented based
on the study, leading to a decision to establish the fund within the following year and no later than at
the Twenty-Third Meeting of the States Parties.

At present, we know that most funding goes to a relatively limited number of affected
countries — either within or outside of the convention — while affected States Parties with light,
medium or legacy contamination receive close to nothing or far from sufficient funding to implement
their treaty obligations — often despite doing everything possible in line with their treaty obligations.
Affected States Parties with small or long-standing contamination have to equally fulfill their legal
obligations and complete clearance as soon as possible.

We also see how donors’ requirements for funding vary with some affected states unable to
meet the criteria. As a result, there is a continued trend of extension requests, even for countries left
with small areas of contamination. We encourage donors to engage in completion initiatives and
support establishing the Article 5 implementation fund, in the spirit of cooperation and assistance.
Affected States Parties should engage in regional cooperation initiatives, exchange knowledge and
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demonstrate strong political will, national ownership and implement sector best practice for the
success of this Convention.

We applaud the Cambodian Presidency for including environment and climate in the Action
Plan for the first time in the history of the APMBC. We therefore hope to see more resources invested
in research and knowledge sharing of innovative approaches to survey and clearance, also considering
the environmental impact. NPA stands ready to share our approach to integrating environment and
climate change considerations into our activities and we encourage other operators, national
authorities, and donors to take action and share lessons learned.

This year, NPA has been rolling out its Green Office and Green Field tools to identify risks and
measures to reduce negative impacts on the environment, systematically monitor impacts and the
implementation of mitigations measures over time. We encourage more States Parties to allocate
time and resources to include this in the follow-up of the convention—whether from a donor state's
perspective, ensuring it is included in the funding provided, or from affected states, prioritizing it as a
key element in fulfilling their obligations to ensure no one is left behind.

Lastly, regional cooperation, country coalitions and cross-border collaborations such as the
ones presented by Thailand and Cambodia, and Ecuador and Peru, are recipes for success. We
encourage other States Parties to take similar actions and engage with each other, share lessons
learned, knowledge and good practices. We also look forward to cross-border initiatives being realized
through clearance operations as soon as possible and encourage other states in similar situations to
follow suit.

Thank you.
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