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1. The decision taken by the Seventeenth Meeting of the States Parties on the request
submitted by Croatia for an extension of the deadline for completing the destruction of
antipersonnel mines in accordance with Article 5 of the Convention?, indicates that:

“Also in granting the request, given that increased clarity concerning the remaining
challenge will only be progressively acquired as non-technical survey continues, the
Meeting requested that Croatia submit to the States Parties updated work plans every
two years (i.e. by 30 April 2020, 30 April 2022 and 30 April 2024) for the remaining
period covered by the extension. The Meeting noted that these work plans should
contain an updated detailed list of all areas known or suspected to contain anti-
personnel mines using terminology consistent with the International Mine Action
Standards (IMAS), annual projections of which areas and what area would be dealt
with each year during the remaining period covered by the request and by which
organisation, matched to a revised detailed budget.”

2. Croatia’s Updated Work Plan was received on 31 May 2024..

* The present document is being issued without formal editing.
1 APLC/MSP.17/2018/12.
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INTRODUCTION , F
This document focuses on presenting the main updates of the Croatian Mine Action Programme
efforts since the 2™ request of the Republic of Croatia for extension of the deadline regarding the
Article 5.1 obligations of the Convention on Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (hereinafter: the Convention) and is being
submitted on the basis of the Decision by the States Parties to approve the 2™ request of the
Republic of Croatia for extension of the deadline for completing the stated obligations by 1st March
2026.

These updates should be considered as milestones for the comparison with the 2™ request of the
Republic of Croatia for extension of the deadline regarding the Article 5.1 obligations, previous work
plans in the 2020-2024 peniod and have been developed by the Civil Protection Directorate (CPD) of
the Ministry of the Interior (Mol) in collaboration with the Ministry of Defense (MoD), harmonized with
the main strategic document, the National Mine Action Program of the Republic of Croatia for the
period until 2026, adopted officially by the Croatian Pariiament in February, 2023.

In accordance with the paragraph (iii) of the Decision on the request, this Plan contains an updated,
detailed list of all known and suspected areas contaminated with mines (Anti-personnel mines), in
accordance with the Intemational Mine Action Standards (IMAS) terminclogy, with annual projections
of the land release of the established hazardous areas (hereinafter: HAs) during the remaining period
covered by the request along with a revised financial forecast. The plan also contains a two year
rewewofmeoﬁ\erachvmes ofthe Croaban Mme Adlon Syshem hlghllghhngmekeyaspectsof\/ctlm

submnted annual reports in accordance with Article 7 of the Conventlon (for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,

2022 and 2023) where all of the relevant Mine Action updates have been presented on an annual
basis and in more detailed view, while this document should be regarded as an executive summary
for the Mine Action community and respectable ISU, containing key elements and main changes in
the previous and remaining fimeframe.
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BASE VALUES OF THE 2. REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION

e fer

Table 1. Hazardows Areas in the Republic of Croatia on January 1, 2019

County numsf:::':ipuiﬁ: CHA [km) SHA flkm®) Total HA areas (km?)
= with HA

Karlovacka 2 15 314 46 4
Litko-senjzka 9 94,5 321 1266
Osjecko-baranjska 12 18,1 19,5 376
pPozesko-slavonska 2 18,6 05 151
splitsko-dalmatinska 3 36,2 28,3 645
sisatko-maoslavatka 10 15,9 33 152
Zibensko-kninska 7 12,1 57 17,8
Zadarska a 11 13,1 241
ITotal {responsibility of the 5g 221,4 133,9 355,3
CPD / Mol/CROMAL]

Total MoD responsibility / 32 f 32
TOTAL CROATIA 253.4 213.4 387,3

#As displayed in the above table, the challenge in the period of the 2™ Request for an extension , induded 59
Towns or Municipalities with Hazardous areas, out of which 57 Towmns or Municipalities with confirmed
contamination with landmines. Total hazardous area in the Republic of Croatia at noted time amounted to 355 3
square kilometers {under civilian jurisdiction and wnder the responsibility of the Civil Protection Directorate of
the Ministry of the Interior], while additional 32 square kilometers were declared as hazardous under the
jurisdiction and responsibility of the Ministry of Defense. Overall, 2™ Reguest for an extension and comesponding
efforts of the Republic of Croatia regarding the Article 5 obligations of the Convention have had @ main target to
remove danger from 387,23 square kilometers until the approved deadline set as March, 2026, with a reasonable
intention to finalize all operational activities until the end of 2025,

Complete all clearance activities and survey tasks by December 31,
2025 (administratively by March 1, 20268) and therefore fulfill the
obligations from Article 5 in accordance with the goals of the member
states and in line with the Maputo Declaration +15

The decision on the extension requested that the Republic of Croatia
submits to the member states updated work plans every two years [i=
by April 30, 2020, April 30, 2022, and April 30, 2024) for the remaining
pencd covered by the Extension.
s I o P o o
i Transparently report on all other elements that were the subject of the
Diecision on granting the extension on an annual basis in accordance with
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COMPARISON BETWEEN PLANNED AND ACHIEVED TARGETS

Table 2. Achieved vs. planned in the 2nd Request for an extension

= e e e

Mol / CPD / CROMAC ,

[ 2015 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 |

Clearznce| 33.339.668] 45.243 234 34.107.259 40.181 344 42 305560

Nor-Technical Survey 3.335.954 7.220.504 5.738.410) 9355.:.5 10.864.

Technical Surveyl 3.593.443) 4.169.222 4.573.643 3581, :.sosﬁ

Total survey] 7.230.437] 11320123 11.732.059 15.037.444] 1€.470.329

Inchusion AT 223163 310.934 770.124 452.857| 226519

| Totall 45.266.940| 60.323.14§ 45.054.302) 54.701.343) 57.551 315

u v

| 2015 2020 | 2021 2022 2023 |

Clearance| 300.147 280,049 373.964 438.200 335.154

s«wﬂ o us.7:j 267. 5361 153.324

| TOT. 300.147] 4157 643.7 3.550. 564.677

| | 46.157.087| §0.733.902 45.693.068] 64.551.496| 58.112.952
ANNUAL : .
DIFFERENCE [%) 17,83% | -11,55% | 21,45% | -11.39% | 0.84%

Current data displayed in the above Table 2 in the period 2019-2024 indicates a difference in the total
realization compared to the 2™ Request for an extension under Article 5 in the amount of 1.5%. In the
observed period, a total of 275.268.543 m? was released in comparison with the 279.400.000 m?
planned / defined in the 2" Request. The abovementioned suggests that the Republic of Croatia is on
track to fulfill the planned release activities.
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COMPARISON BETWEEN PLANNED AND ACHIEVED TARGETS

Table 3. Landmine and other Explosive ordnances found and destroyed in the period since the 2nd Request

AP mines 2413 2.223 1214 1038 790
AT mines 2863 433 a2 25 13
Totai londmines 5.278 3.376 1262 1123 203
uxo 3.006 3.087 810 2400 3328
TOTAL 8.284 2.423 2072 3523 4.137
MoD
AP mines 12 70 18 9 7
AT mines 0 0 0 0
Total iondmines 12 70 18 10 7
uxo 325 124 1328 711 233
TOT. 941 254 1346 721 235
Total APM 2427 2353 1232 1107 797 10516
Total ATM 2.863 233 ag 26 13 3445
TOTAL UXO 3.333 4.231 2132 3111 3.216 15743

’M
HA in the local or regional self-government : =
administrative units timeframe, there were:
10.516 Anti-Personnel
mines,
3.449 Anti Tank mines,
and
16.743 Unexploded
Ordnances
found and desfroyed in
the cleared areas

w——mmm 2019-2023  s—

In total, 38 Municipalities and 5 Counties were
released from the HA in the observed period
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Completely remove
the risk of landmines
from the territory of
the Republic of
Croatia by March 1,
2026 (at the latest),
in ine with the
Republic of Croatia
obligations under the
Convention on the
Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling,
Production and
Transfer of Anti-
Personnel Mines and
on their Destruction

Maintain and
improve the
marking of the
entire Hazardous
Area {(HA) with the
Mine waming signs

OTHER COMPLETED ACTIVITIES

Timely submitted updated National Work Plans
aligned with IMAS terminology for 2020-2022, 2022-

2024.

Timely submitted National annual

reports in

accordance with Articdle 7 of the Convention for 2019,
2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 aligned with the IMAS

terminology

Inform and
implement EQ
education programs
for the entire
population that lives
and/or works in the
nearness of HA
areas or gravitates
towards it
concerning the
dangers of mines,
UXOs and other
ERWs.

Continue to provide
care and
rehabilitation,
including psycho-
social rehabilitation
and economic
reintegration to il
mine and other
ERW victims
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RESOURCES EMPLOYED IN IMPLEMENTATION AND FUTURE NEEDS

Table 4. Financial resources invested in Mine Action in the period since the 2°¢ Request

2019. 2020. 2021. 2022. 2023.
State Budget 32.502.330,58€ | 31.577.554,98€ | 33.358.336,74€ | 34.794.208,50€ | 39.061.548,85€
EU funds 20.324.049,41€ | 23.858.469.04€ | 14.397.030,61€ | 15.195116,12€ | 1531473843¢€
Donations and Swiss-Cro
Cooperation Programme 164.586.01 € - € - €] 1140.17769€ | 1136.08533¢€
[Total {per annum) 52.990.966,00€ | 55.436.028,02¢€ | 47.785367,34¢€ | 5112050232¢ | 55512372616

[ToTAL 2019-2023 | 262.854.232,30€ |

Table 5. Sources of funding in the 2019-2023 period

Donations and Swiss-Cro Coop Prog 0,93%

EU funds 33,89%

State Budget 65,18%

In the observed perniod it is clear that there was a strong national ownership and motivation to continue
with the clearance activities in accordance with the defined deadlines. The majority of funds invested in
Mine Action (65,18%) were the Naticnal Budget funds, while the European Funds have continued with the
positive and significant trend in supplementing clearance activities in Croatia with additional 33,9%. The
Donations and Swiss-Croatian Cooperation funds, with a 0,93% of share seem rather limited, but
nevertheless have had a significant impact towards Mine Victim support and socio-economic integration.

OMPLETELY DEFINED FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK UNTIL 2026

In the period 2024-2026, approx. EUR 165 million, of which EUR 129.4 million
will be secured from the Competitiveness and Cohesion Program (EUR 80 million
in grants), while the remaining funds will be designated from the State budget
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PERIOD SINCE THE APPROVAL OF
THE 2 REQUEST

In line with the Article 6 of the Convention - International cooperation and assistance

The approval decision (17 MSP) suggested that the Republic of Croatia could benefit from cooperation
in the technical challenges of surveying/demining forests and forest land with other States Parties that
have experience and have faced similar challenges.

In response to the aforementioned suggestions, the Republic of Croatia participated in two studies
conducted by the International Center for Humanitarian Demining from Geneva in the observed period
on the subject:

* National Capacities and Residual contamination

. Difficult terrain in Mine Action

W GICHD

DIFFICULT TERRAIN
IN MINE ACTION

NATIONAL CAPACITIES
AND
RESIDUAL CONTAMINATION

CROATIA

‘W cicHD <Aer

10
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PERIOD SINCE THE SINCE THE LAST
UPDATED WORK PLAN WAS SUBMITTED (2022)

In line with the Article 6 of the Convention - International cooperation and assistance

Organization of the annual International Symposium
"Mine Action,

*19" Intermnational Symposium (2023) — one of the main topics
was the situation in Ukraine, it gathered more than 200
participants from 35 countries

*The 20th International Symposium is to be held from 9-11 April
2024 in Cavtat, Dubrovnik

Donation to Ukraine in partnership with UNDP —EUR 4
million; for capacity building, procurement of demining

machines, engagement of experis

*Organization of winter and summer holidays in the Republic of
Croatia for more than 160 children from the war zones of
Ukraine, including EO risk education for them

*Appointment of Croatian expert (CROMAC) to the Intermational
Advisory Board of the Center for Humanitarian Demining of
Ukraine and the operational visit of the representatives of the
CPD/CROMAC to Ukraine, Kyiv in August 2023

11-12 October 2023, the first INTERNATIONAL DONOR
CONFERENCE for humanitarian demining of Ukraine was

held in Zagreb

*1** working day - 34 participating countries, almost half a billion
euros pledged for the humanitarian demining of Ukraine, the
Republic of Croatia pledged - 5 million euros

*2n¢ working day — expert panel discussions on the topic of
humanitarian demining, 150 experts from about 30 countries
*Donation of educational (EORE) picture book for children of

11
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PERIOD SINCE THE SINCE THE LAST
UPDATED WORK PLAN WAS SUBMITTED (2022)

In line with the Article 6 of the Convention - International cooperation and assistance

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE RISK EDUCATION

In 2022-2023, all EORE activities were coordinated within the Civil Protection Directorate (CPD) of the
Ministry of interior, and directly provided or with the support of the National educational center of Civil
protection - which is an organizational sector in the CPD. In the cbserved penod, a total of 377 EO risk
educations were held in 8 Counties and 56 cities and municipaliies, invoving 22,087 people,
predominately of preschool and school age, as well as the target population of the local inhabitants of
municipalities and cities within the hazardous areas. The trainings were conducted by the officers of the
Civil Protection Directorate in cooperation with officials of the authorized police precincts. In addition, a
specific EORE education was created and conducted for the children from Ukraine which were staying in
Croatia during 2022 as a part of broader, war relief, NGO and National partnership efforts. The number of
| activities related to the EORE were done in cooperation with the relevant Police departments through the

"Less arms, less tragedy” public campaign, and city and municipal govemments and other NGOs as well.
DAL R l Camaiol Aivarbly adepbed i Resohtion oo Aiaonc i
coer Miae Action, declaring 4 Aprilas the Imernatienal Day for

Mine Amaraness and Asstilanoe i Mine Accon

Aside from mentioned educational ex cathedra
activities, special EORE children theatre plays
was organized as 3 part of EU funded project
““Demining, restoration and protection of
forest and forestland in protected and Natura
2000 sites in Danube-Drava regions -
NATURAVITA" as one of the largest nature
conservation projects in Croatia, financed by
the European Structural and Investment Funds,
which induded 6 children theatre plays
gathering 657 elementary school pupils from
Osijek-Baranja County.

12
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PERIOD SINCE THE SINCE THE LAST
UPDATED WORK PLAN WAS SUBMITTED (2022)

- s

In line with the Article 6 of the Convention - International cooperation and assistance
o >

MINE ACCIDENTS

Table 6. Casualties since the last request was submitted

| Gils | Women | Boys [ Men | Total |
Killed 0 1 0 3 4
Injured 0 0 0 11 '

1
[Tom [ o] 1] o[ 12 S|

29 56
16
9 “1B113 3,4

~

6 3

g gAY gSANMI N ddgdn
 §EEEEEEE3EEEE555E5555¢85888¢8
~N o~ AN AN AN AN N AN AN N AN AN AN NS SN

Table 7. Mine Victims in the 1996-2023 period

2022. - auxiliary worker activated
landmine during mechanical clearance
resulting with light injury
2023, - 2 fatal mine incidents with 3
deaths, one involving hunter, and
other 2 deminers

10

13
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PERIOD SINCE THE SINCE THE LAST
UPDATED WORK PLAN WAS SUBMITTED (2022)

In line with the Article 6 of the Convention - International cooperation and assistance

MINE VICTIM SUPPORT

Swiss-Croatian Cooperation Programme

v - — g === Swiss - Croatian
Demining and Socio-economic integration | (poperation Programme

* the project includes two components - humanitarian demining and assistance to Mine
Victims and their family members with a total value of 6.12 million CHF, of which the Swiss
donation amounts to 5.2 million CHF

. By the middle of 2024, the project will demine a total of 3.36 km* of CHA areas of Sisak-
Moslavina County

* throughout the project, a Mine Victim database was established, coupled with the
implementation of various educational programs and retraining and psychosocial support
workshops in 2022

*  Additionally, a comprehensive new brochure was created with consolidated information on
the legal rights and possibilities of Mine Victims and their family members

. In 2023 financial resources were allocated (Public Call) towards the Mine Victims in the
amount of CHF 200,000.00, which financed the start of new and expansion of existing
entrepreneurships for the 15 mine victims and members of their immediate families.
(indirect victims)

14
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

HAZARDOUS AREAS

Hazardous areas in the Republic of Croatia on January 1, 2024 remained on 21 Municipalities / 4
Counties and amounted to 92.1 km? (78,5 km* CHA, 13,5 km* SHA), excluding the MoD areas of an
additional 18.9 km? of HA. Approximate number of AP/AT mines emplaced (Estimate according to
number of minefield records in CPD/ICROMAC sector database and Annual demining report) on Jan
1, 2024 reached 10.052 mines (9.301 AP mines and 751 AT mines), excluding the areas under the

MoD jurisdiction.

Table 8. Remaining challenges at County/Municipality level and CHA/SHA

No of Towns /

County Minicipatitics CHA SHA Total HA
Karlovacka
Josipdol 3400402 0 3.400.402
Plaski 10.264.105 76,762 10.340.867
Rakovica 119,573 126,612 246,185
Saborsko 482 417 0 482 417
Licko-senjska
Brinje 399,877 5,995 405,872
Donji Lapac 8.953.687 4797138 13.750.825
GOSPIC 17.351.201 4 .107.845 21.459.046
OTOCAC 9.183.223 1407.713 10.590.936
Perusic 37,469 0 37,469
Plitvicka Jezera 1594 125 0 1.584 125
Udbina 338,509 678,716 1.017.225
Vrhovine 10.411.396 0 10.411.396
Splitsko-
dalmatinska
Hrvace 3.706.606 0 3.706.606
VRLIKA 4 247 805 0 4 247 805
Sisacko-
moslavacka
Dvor 3.616.635 1.692 688 5.309.323
GLINA 593,48 15,639 609,119
Gvozd 35,762 0 35,762
PETRINJA 1490077 2,559 1.492 636
SISAK 42576 493011 918,771
Sunja 1.883.944 154,343 2.038.287
Topusko 38,506 0 38,506
TOTAL he 21| 78.574.559 | 13.559.021 92.133.580

15
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

.....

Table 9. Remaining Hazardous situstion according to the types of mines-explosive devices emplaced
No of Mine Field No of Mines Incomplete
County A S0 o Mine field
Recor: AP mines AT mines Hacoris
Karlovacka 21 401 0 6
Licko-senjska 177 3952 751 74
Splitsko-dalmatinska 10 0 0 10
Sisacko-moslavacka
UKUPNO
with the available data
Table 10. Comparison of Mine Action System Capacities over the yelrs
Type of Capacity 2018 2024
Deminers 676 362
Work site leaders 121 98
Auxiliary workers 101 52
Certified Equipment
Metal detectors 796 728
MDDs 99 =
Demining Machines 45 55
Table 11. Clearance output in accordance with the current capacities available
Maximum effectiveness No Daly | Work days TOTAL
Lomears 352 ac0 210 30404 CCO
V/ork ste leaders 88 a0 210 82352 000
s MDD a4 1.000 100 4 400,000
£ .t Pemining Machinas 58 3.500 100 19.250 €00

rrud Total s

Remaining CHA areas = 78,6 km?

16
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

Land release plan in the 2024-2026 period
Table 12. Total Land Release of HA by clearance and survey operations until 2026

*Karlovacka

11,8
Licko-senjska 22,0
Sisacko-moslavacka 23

OVERALL 582 50,2 |

& At

Kanovalka County — In 2024, remaining challenge /s 2.6 km? of UXO contamination

17
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CONCLUSION

The updated work plan 2024-2026 document displayed that Republic of Croatia is still firmly on
track to completing the Article S obligations in line with the 2nd Request for an extension imeframe.
This has been clearly communicated as a part of the updates to the annual land release outputs,
with a strong indication that the cument resources are in line with the established milestones,
especially in the terms of invaluable EU and Swiss-Croatian Cooperation Programme financial
support.

The Republic of Croatia continues its activities according to all components of Mine Action for the
successful implementation of obligations arising from relevant intemational agreements, especially
the Mine Ban Convention.

The Republic of Croatia will continue to maintain Mine Action at a high level of interest and will
strive to overcome all the challenges that need to be carried out in the aforementioned area by 2026
through optimal planning, but also after the deadline in terms of residual isk management.

All stakeholders of the Croatian Mine Action System will continue to support and develop
partnership relations with the relevant international stakeholders such as the UN, the Intemational
Committee of the Red Cross, the Intemational Campaign to Ban Mines, the Geneva Intemational
Center for Humanitarian Demining, along with domestic and intemational representatives of civil /
non-governmental sector.

As part of its mine action operations, the Republic of Croatia will primarily invest further efforts and
all available human and financial resources in order to make the entire national territory completely
free of anti-personnel mines and other explosive remnants of war within the given deadline, i.e. by
March 1, 2026.

At the same time, active support will be continued in other important areas of Mine Action,
especially assistance to mine victims, EORE and intemational cooperation, especially in the context
of much needed support towards Ukraine.

The Mine Action System of the Republic of Croatia will also continue to be based on the effective
and efficient use of available resources, including the application of the latest methodologies and
verfied technological achievements in line with the Intemational Mine Action Standards.

18
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MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR
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