Item 15. Election of the President of 24MSP
Statement Belgium

Excellencies,
Dear members of the mine-action community,

It is an honour for me to stand before you today, and to seek your endorsement in taking up
the role of President of the 24" Meeting of States Parties of the Ottawa Convention.

The world around us is increasingly uncertain. The disarmament architecture is under severe
pressure, and international humanitarian law is being eroded by massive and brutal violations.
In this world of upheaval, the Ottawa Convention remains a beacon of hope.

It is against this backdrop, that my government has decided to pursue the role of President of
the 24" MSP. This intention serves as a powerful signal of my country’s enduring commitment
to this Convention, the norm against anti-personnel mines, and to humanitarian mine action.
But it also signals Belgium's steadfast commitment to multilateralism, a rules-based
international order, and to humanitarian disarmament.

This Presidency would follow in the footsteps of a long tradition of Belgian support for this
Convention. Belgium was the first country to ban anti-personnel mines and cluster munitions
through national legislation in 1995. Belgium played an instrumental role in the establishment
of this Convention, including through the Brussels Declaration. In 2014 Belgium served as
President for the first time. During our tenure, we established the financial buffer for the ISU.
A decision which, unfortunately, has proven its value. With your endorsement, it would be my
honour to continue this legacy, and help lead this Convention forward.

The 24" MSP will mark the midway point in the implementation of the Siem Reap-Angkor
Action Plan. Our goal is to take stock of where we stand, and to propel its implementation
forward. Efforts to ensure and enhance equal & meaningful participation are of particular
importance to my country, as well making strides forward in terms of decontamination
worldwide. It goes without saying that further universalisation of this Convention would
receive my close attention, in sync with the sustained efforts of HRH Princess Astrid of
Belgium and HRH Prince Mired of Jordan, in their capacity as Special Envoys for the
Convention.

Madam President,

Let me conclude by thanking you personally, as well as your team and the ISU, for successfully
steering this MSP through difficult waters. | also wish to offer the incoming President, Her
Excellency Eunice LUAMBIA, every success in her upcoming duties, and offer her my full

support as member of next year’s Troika.

| thank you.



