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President, 

 

Global conflicts are placing great strain on the norms and principles underpinning 

humanitarian disarmament instruments, including the norm against anti-personnel landmines.  

Ireland unequivocally condemns the use of anti-personnel landmines, under any 

circumstances by any actor.   

 

We are gravely concerned by the continued rise in casualties resulting from the increased use 

of anti-personnel landmines, including improvised mines, as well as from legacy 

contamination. Anti-personnel landmines harm innocent lives for years and decades after 

their use. We support the Siem Reap-Angkor Political Declaration and Action Plan, both of 

which point the way towards our collective goal of a world free of landmines.  

 

President  

 

Ireland notes that the APMBC was deliberately designed to apply during times of peace and 

war and contains no provision for the suspension of the Convention’s obligations on States 

Parties. Ireland has communicated its objection to this idea.  

 

President, 

 

A key component of this Convention is its commitment to victims and survivors.  They, 

together with their affected communities, are the central focus of our assistance efforts. 

Incorporating diverse perspectives and advancing gender-responsive approaches in our mine 

action efforts ensures more inclusive, sustainable solutions. Ireland acknowledges the crucial 

role Civil Society has played in this regard.  

 

President, 

 

There are clear links between humanitarian de-mining and sustainable development, and we 

remain committed to working with others on ensuring fulfilment of Article V obligations, 

including through the establishment of a Voluntary Trust Fund to help states with limited 

contamination to advance their clearance efforts. Since 2006, we have provided close to €70 
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million in funding for humanitarian mine action, and we remain a steadfast contributor to the 

APMBC Implementation Support Unit.  

 

President, 

 

Ireland will continue its efforts to fulfil the aims of this vital humanitarian disarmament 

instrument, including by reinforcing the norm against these weapons, and supporting efforts 

to deal with their consequences. We remain focussed on achieving our goal of a world free of 

landmines. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Word Count: 317 


