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Thank you very much Madame President.

1. It’s a pleasure for Algeria to take the floor as Mine Risk Education Focal Point
of the Article 5 Committee.

2. The Convention, under Article 5, includes the obligation for States Parties to,
“ensure as soon as possible that all antipersonnel mines in mined areas under
its jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked, monitored and protected by
fencing or other means, to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians, until all
anti-personnel mines contained therein have been destroyed”.

3. In 2019 and 2024, the Fourth and Fifth Review Conferences placed increased
attention on the importance of mine risk education and reduction efforts in
preventing casualties. The States Parties further recognized its critical nature
,particularly in areas where survey and clearance operation are not possible
due to security or in areas where survey and clearance efforts are delayed.

4. As part of these efforts, the Fifth Review Conference, mandated the
Committee to, in part, “consider matters related to mine risk education” and
to establish a focal point within the Article 5 Committee. In this regard, Algeria
had the pleasure of being focal point for mine risk education in 2025.

5. As focal point Algeria participated in a workshop encouraging adherence of
States Parties to their obligation to submit Article 7 reports by 30 April 2025
and encouraging States Parties to increase reporting on the methodologies
employed in mine risk education and risk reduction activities. As focal point,
Algeria also raised the question of MRE in each bilateral meeting with affected
communities.

6. In our analysis of information submitted by States Parties we observed that,
for example: In accordance with Action 26

= 18 States Parties — reported having integrated mine risk education and
reduction programmes within wider national plans, as well as within
survey, clearance and victim assistance activities;



= 20 States Parties — reported on efforts to reduce the affected
population's risk-taking behaviour and to increase knowledge and
awareness.

In accordance with Action 27:

= 17 States Parties - Provide context-specific mine risk education and
reduction programmes that are tailored to the threat encountered by
the population and prioritise people most at risk

In accordance with Action 28:

= 18 States Partes — provided information on sustainable national
capacities in place to deliver mine risk education and reduction
programmes in case previously unknown mined areas or newly mined
areas are discovered and/or in emergency settings.

Finally in accordance with Action 29:

= 17 States Parties reported carrying out mine risk education and
reduction programmes including information on how priorities are
established, methodologies used, challenges faced, and results
achieved and included information disaggregated by gender, age,
disability, and other relevant factors.

7. As you can see, from these figures, we still have some work to do in this
regard. In reading the reports submitted by your States, we also understand
that mine risk education is typically implemented by organizations in areas
where they are operational. In this regard, it will be extremely important to
ensure that for your next reports to be submitted by 30 April 2025, a
collaborative effort between national stakeholders is made to ensure
comprehensive reporting on MRE efforts.

8. Finally, we were also happy to hear from a number of States submitting
request for extension on their efforts to strengthen their MRE capacities and
frameworks.

9. Thank you very much and allow me to thank Committee members as well as
the Implementation Support Unit for the support during this important year.



