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Madam President,

Let me first thank Algeria for taking up the role of mine risk education coordinator within the
Convention for the first time and raising awareness about this important matter.

Anti-personnel mines can be laid in minutes, yet their removal requires years of painstaking
work and immense resources. In many contaminated communities, clearance may not be
achieved within the lifetimes of those who have lived through active conflict. For these
communities, mine risk education (MRE) becomes a lifeline as they seek to rebuild their lives.
Reducing risks on transportation routes, farmland, to schools and medical services is therefore
critical.

Educating communities to understand, identify, and avoid the hidden dangers of anti-
personnel mines and empowering them to report explosive threats rather than attempt
removal themselves, is essential to saving lives and limbs, when clearance is not possible or
has not yet been finalised. This not only protects individuals but also helps national authorities
to respond more effectively to contamination. The importance of local ownership and
community-based approaches including gender and diversity considerations in these efforts
cannot be overstated.

Madam President,

The voices of survivors and affected communities must guide the development of risk
education programs. Despite geographical disparities, men and boys tend to be engaged in
high-risk activities like agriculture, herding, and construction. Children mistake mines for toys.
Returning refugees are unfamiliar with local conditions are also at risk. Austria emphasises the
need to tailor mine risk education to the specific needs of different groups taking age, gender,
occupation, and cultural contexts into consideration.
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To achieve this, a stronger emphasis on disaggregated data collection, analysis and reporting
is required to help understand the needs and vulnerabilities of different parts of the
population. Only with accurate, gender-sensitive and inclusive data can we ensure mine risk
education programs are truly effective. We thank the Gender Focal Points of the Convention
for their work as well as all stakeholders and affected states for paying more attention to
diversity aspects.

Madam President,

Austria also recognises the challenges in accessing and providing mine risk education,
particularly in remote areas. The innovative use of technology, such as digital platforms and
mobile apps, can improve accessibility of risk education for affected communities. Austria
commends such efforts and believes that they hold great promise for expanding the reach and
impact of mine risk education, warranting continued investment and exploration of new
possibilities for outreach and education.

In closing, Austria reemphasises its commitment to supporting mine risk education and risk
reduction as an integral part of mine action, ensuring civilians in contaminated areas are
empowered to protect themselves until clearance is completed and the threat of these

indiscriminate weapons no longer devastates communities.

Thank you.
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