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ZIMBABWE'S MINE RISK EDUCATION
AND RISK REDUCTION ON ARTICLE 5
IMPLEMENTATION

BY

COL C MAREGERE



INTRODUCTION
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% Zimbabwe has a robust MRE programme where all operators in conjunction with
ZIMAC carryout EORE Sessions within their areas of operations.

% There is remarkable behavior change among the communities living adjacent to
minefields.

% At national level, we collaborate with traditional leaders, school heads and church
leaders to pass the message especially. These platforms give a great opportunity to
raise awareness to the general populace of Zimbabwe.

% Regarding Actions 26 to 28, we are pleased to report that the country has made
significant progress in strengthening community engagement in Mine Risk Education
(MRE) programmes, integrating MRE into education systems, and developing
standardised training for Community Focal Persons (CFPs).



ACTION 26

A By ensuring that affected communities are well informed about the hazards posed by
landmines and UXO, Zimbabwe is taking significant steps to mitigate risks.

A This includes training local leaders and creating culturally relevant educational
materials.

d Training programmes include local leaders, teachers, youth, women, and individuals
with disabilities, empowering them to share this crucial knowledge within their
communities.

 Before starting Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) sessions, Zimbabwe
consults extensively with local stakeholders, including relevant authorities, to gain a
comprehensive understanding of landmine contamination and its socio-economic
effects.



ACTION 26
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d Zimbabwe through accredited demining operators have been actively working in

schools to educate students about the dangers of landmines and UXO, fostering a
culture of safety among the younger generation.

ACTION 27

d Zimbabwe through operators has partnered with a local organisation; Happy
Readers, who produce English literacy materials.

d The methodologies used by operators include school sessions where readers digest
books are distributed to schools for children learning, community sessions, mine
awareness soccer tournaments and musical galas. Key behaviours, EORE efforts seek
to address include ignorance of physical appearance of mines and their dangers,
myths of mercury existence in mines, straying into mined areas, unsafe practices
such as throwing stones at or picking mines, and failure to report to the relevant
authorities.



ACTION 27
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ACTION 28

d Demining operators have been partnering with the Zimbabwe Mine Action Centre to
standardize EORE training for educators, ensuring a consistent and effective
approach to risk education across the region.

A As a demining entity, we have continued our collaboration with existing partners and
stakeholders and establlshed a hew partnershlp W|th Populatlon Serwces Zlmbabwe
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Challenges Faced

A Securing adequate funding to support its EORE
activities.

A Limited financial resources hinder the expansion and
sustainability of educational initiatives, underscoring
the need for increased support to enhance community
safety effectively.



CONCLUSION



QUESTIONS AND DISCUSION
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