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Article 6 of the Mine Ban Treaty requires all states “in a position to do so” to provide support to other
States Parties to fulfill its treaty obligations, representing the shared will and commitment of States Parties
to put an end to the suffering caused by landmines. The Angkor-Siem Reap Action Plan, agreed by States
Parties in November 2024 for the period 2025-2030, represents an optimistic and bold vision for significant
and sustainable progress towards universalization and treaty implementation, with States Parties
recognizing that the convention’s success relies on strong national ownership and international
cooperation and assistance.

Yet, as 2025 unfolds - the inaugural year for putting the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan into practice - the
outlook for international cooperation and assistance seems less certain than before. The largest funder of
mine action, the United States, imposed a sector-wide funding freeze in the first quarter of the year,
stalling some mine action programs and terminating others. Other major donors, including States Parties
to this treaty, have reduced, or are considering scaling back their mine action funding to divert to other
priorities, including increased defense spending. The likely impact — including delays in clearance,
increased risk to civilians, and decreased support for victims — will become more pronounced in coming
years as conflicts continue and mine action needs increase.

To mitigate these challenges, it is crucial that all States Parties, both donors and affected states, take timely
and decisive action to address funding gaps and maintain robust international cooperation.

Over the last five years, we have seen steady and encouraging progress in line with Article 6. From 2020-
2024, funds provided by States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty accounted for just over half of all
international funding, with a total of 28 States Parties reporting a combined contribution of $1.7 billion in
mine action support to affected countries. $1.2 billion of this was provided to affected States Parties. 2024
also saw global support for mine action total just over USS$1 billion for the second year, including funding
contributed by affected states to their own national mine action programs, which accounted for 30% of
global funding.

Despite these achievements, the ICBL believes there are many areas and opportunities to enhance and
strengthen cooperation and assistance for mine action, which is crucial in these uncertain times.

While international funding to mine action support in 2024 totaled $761 million, the three largest mine
action donors — the US, Germany, and the EU — provided 62% of all international mine action funding.
There is a clear need for all States Parties who can to step up and to provide financial support to mine
action in line with Article 6. Enhanced leadership, coordination and financial support to mine action is
needed now, more than ever.
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In 2024, Ukraine remained the top recipient of international funding for the third year in a row, receiving
$252.4 million, or 33% of all international donor funds. While this funding clearly demonstrates that States
Parties can respond swiftly to crises and conflict, we must not forget that we have a responsibility to
support ALL States Parties. As the Monitor has pointed out in previous years, several affected States Parties
— particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa - have struggled to obtain international funds, impacting their ability
to meet their Article 5 obligations as soon as possible. States parties Chad, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, and
Niger received minimal or no international assistance in 2024.

ICBL therefore continues to support the creation of a voluntary trust fund, as described in Action 44 of the
Siem Reap-Angkor action plan. We await the results of the working group’s feasibility study and urge States
Parties to consider the recommendations with the urgency required, to ensure that no affected State Party
is left behind.

As we have previously highlighted in the Monitor, States Parties also have an obligation to ensure that no-
person is left behind. Yet in 2024, only 5% of all international funding supported victim assistance, with
66% of this going to just four states — Afghanistan, Syria, Ukraine, and Yemen. Many States Parties with
significant numbers of mine victims received little or no victim assistance support, despite the need
remaining great. Increasing targeted funding for victim assistance is crucial, especially as the recent US
funding cuts have further negatively affected services for victims. Despite the increasing need for risk
education and conflict preparedness and protection in conflict zones where clearance is often not possible,
direct funding to risk education remained at only 2% of total contributions in 2024.

We appreciated the focus on sustainable national capacity building and localization in the draft Siem-Reap
Angkor Action Plan. However, in 2024 only 2% of funds went directly to local non-profits working in
clearance, education, and victim assistance, and support for national mine action institutions dropped to
5% of total contributions. Greater efforts are needed to reinforce national and local leadership and
sustainable mine action operations.

Finally, despite an increase in reported national contributions from affected States Parties in 2024, these
contributions remain under-reported. We urge all affected States Parties to report annually on their
national financial support to mine action, including alternative and innovative sources of funding, as
outlined in Action 40 of the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan. Reporting annually on national contributions
will not only provide a clear picture of global mine action support but demonstrates strong national
ownership and commitment to meeting Treaty obligations.

In closing, we remind all States Parties to continue to work together to support the timely implementation
of treaty obligations. We urge States Parties to ensure the better geographical and equitable distribution
of resources so that ALL affected States Parties receive the support they need, ALL sectors are financed,
and ALL partners, both national and international, are recognized and supported. With the rising
uncertainty in mine action funding, it is crucial to turn our commitments in the Siem Reap-Angkor action
plan into concrete, targeted and well-funded actions. Failing to act decisively will put civilians at risk.

Thank you.



