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Thank you, Madame President,

Cooperation and assistance is a key instrument of this Convention to foster partnership and
support that can help States Parties achieve their obligations in a timely and meaningful manner. This
requires joint efforts — by affected States Parties as well as by those not affected by anti-personnel mine
contamination but whose role is equally as important for the job being done. In these challenging times,
more cooperation and engagement by all States Parties and stakeholders is crucial.

The mine action sector is facing significant funding challenges with decreasing available financial
resources. Several mine affected States Parties struggle to secure sufficient funding to be able to complete
their mine clearance obligations under the Convention, often despite significant efforts in line with their
obligations. According to the Landmine Monitor, in 2024, as in previous years, only a small number of
donors provided the majority of international mine action funding — the United States, followed by
Germany, the EU, Norway and Switzerland. These five donors alone accounted for 62% of all international
support in 2024.

However, this year has made it clear how vulnerable a limited donor base can be and can have
massive repercussions when unexpected changes occur. While it is essential that current donors remain
committed to supporting mine action, we also need to explore how to broaden and diversify the donor
base, including through the establishment of a voluntary trust fund. We encourage other States Parties in
a position to do so to provide financial support and contribute in the spirit of partnership and cooperation.

We need to further promote effective cooperation between all States Parties — more flexible,
sustainable and long-term funding, capacity building, exchange of lessons learned, more country-to-
country support and coalitions. Funding mine action is a meaningful investment and contribution to
developing positive international relations.

Through capacity building programs, such as in South Sudan, NPA actively supports strengthening
National Mine Action Authorities and enhancing their capacities over time to enable sustainable
implementation and resilient national capacities, including effective support for national implementing
partners, for residual risk management of explosive ordnance.

Given the proven success of capacity strengthening in supporting national ownership and
enabling more efficient and effective mine action, we encourage stronger commitment to such activities.
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According to the latest Landmine Monitor report, only 9% of total contributions went to such activities in
2024.

Lastly, the global climate and environmental crises pose significant threats to people everywhere,
including the communities where mine action operations take place. Their impacts often
disproportionately affect poor and marginalized communities. We therefore encourage donor countries
to follow the commitments under the Siem Reap Angkor Action Plan and IMAS 7.13 to take into account
climate and environmental considerations and emphasize the need to reduce any adverse impact on
climate and environment in the work of national authorities and operators.

We also align ourselves with the statement of the Gender and Diversity Working Group of which
we are a member.

Thank you.



