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        (CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY) 
Madam President,  
 
The destruction of stockpiled antipersonnel landmines under the Mine Ban Treaty is one of its 
most lasting and life-saving accomplishments.  
 
Of the 166 States Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty, 94 states have officially completed destruction 
of their stocks of antipersonnel mines, destroying a combined total of over 55 million antipersonnel 
landmines. Sri Lanka was the last State Party to complete its obligation to destroy its stocks in 
October 2021. 

Two States Parties presently possess a combined total of 3.6 million antipersonnel mines left to 
destroy: Ukraine and Greece.  Both remain in violation of Article 4 of the Mine Ban Treaty, having 
failed to complete stockpile destruction by their respective deadlines of 2008 and 2010.  

We thank Greece for providing an update on the destruction of its remaining stockpiles today. We 
are pleased the destruction process was resumed after a pause reported earlier this year. However, 
we remain very concerned Greece is still not able to articularte a deadline for completion of its 
obligation and we call on Greece to act with greater urgency.  

Ukraine has reported that stockpiled antipersonnel mines stored in military warehouses of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine “will be destroyed in accordance with the commitments made after the 
cessation of hostilities.” The ICBL calls on Ukraine to ensure the stockpiles remianng under its 
control are fully accounted for and secured so these mines would not make their way to the 
battlefield. This is of particular concern in the light of Ukraine’s recent communication that it  
“suspended” its obligations under the convention.   

Regarding retention, the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan requires that each State Party  “annually 
review the number of anti-personnel mines retained for permitted purposes under Article 3 to 
ensure that they do not exceed the minimum number absolutely necessary,.” 

100 States Parties, the majority, do not retain any antipersonnel mines, including 45 states that 
stockpiled or retained landmines in the past. Yet a total of 62 States Parties retain antipersonnel 
landmines for training and research purposes. Finland tops the list with more than 15,000 mines, 
followed by Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Twenty-one more States Parties retain between 1,000  and 
6,000 mines each. An additional 38 States Parties each retain fewer than 1,000 mines collectively 
possessing a total of 13,453 mines.  In 2024 ten states consumed a combined total of only 1,714 
retained antipersonnel mines. 

The ICBL has expressed concern at the number of States Parties that retain mines but are 
apparently not using them for the permitted purposes, and where, the number of retained mines 



has stayed the same each year, indicating that none are being consumed  during training or 
research. The ICBL has noted that mines retained for long periods without use for permitted 
purposes could amount to stockpiling, which is not permitted under the treaty. 

This concern is especially pertinent given Finland’s imminent withdrawal, its large remaining 
number of retained mines, and its expressed intention to lay mines along its border with Russia. 

 
Thank you! 
 


