APMBC Geneva, December 2025

Ireland statement — Universalisation

Thank you, President.

Ireland expresses appreciation to you, your team and the ISU, for advancing the essential

universalisation commitments of the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan.

Ireland warmly welcomes the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Kingdom of Tonga as
the 165" and 166™ State Parties to the APMBC. We strongly support the full universalisation
of the Convention and these accessions are a positive and encouraging signal during these

challenging times.

President

Russia’s ongoing war of aggression has led to Ukraine becoming the most heavily mined
country in the world. Further, it has led to a serious deterioration in the European and
international security environment. The threat posed by the Russian Federation to its
neighbours and to civilian populations is unacceptable in both words and deeds. It is within
this context that we have seen withdrawals from the Convention. Ireland reiterates its concern
regarding the potential knock-on impacts of withdrawals on humanitarian disarmament
instruments and international norms. We continue to call on all States outside the Convention
to immediately cease the use, production and transfer of anti-personnel landmines, and to

accede without delay. We welcome the commitment of certain non-party States in this regard.

President

Humanitarian disarmament instruments were designed to protect civilians — women and men,
adults and children — who bear the overwhelming cost in terms of deaths, injuries and
differentiated impacts from the use of indiscriminate weapons such as anti-personnel
landmines. Those treaties and instruments were designed for times of war and conflict and with

the clear understanding that it matters how wars are fought. Upholding and strengthening IHL



and the global norm against landmines is essential. Ireland supports the UN Secretary-
General’s campaign to uphold the humanitarian disarmament architecture and calls on States
Parties to help strengthen the norm against the use of anti-personnel landmines, including

through promoting universalisation.

President

Mine action is foundational to protecting and strengthening human rights and advancing the
Sustainable Development Goals. It is essential that universalisation efforts are not weakened
at a time of growing need for the global protections the APMBC affords through both its
normative power and on-the-ground action, through life-saving mine action. We remain
steadfast in our commitment to defending the norm and call on all States Parties to reaffirm

their commitment to the Convention and its aims.

Thank you
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