
 

 

GOVERNANCE BOARD 
Asociación para Políticas Públicas, Ban Landmine Campaign Nepal,  

Cambodia Campaign to Ban Landmines & Cluster Munitions, Campaña Colombiana Contra Minas,   
Dan Church Aid, Humanity & Inclusion, Human Rights Watch, Mines Action Canada,  

Protection, Survivors Recovery and Rehabilitation Organization 

ICBL-CMC 
23, Avenue de France  

1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
www.icblcmc.org ÷  www.the-monitor.org  

Tel: +41 22 920 03 25 ÷  Email : info@icblcmc.org 

 
 
 
 
ICBL Opening Remarks  
by Mirsad Tokić, ICBL  
Mine Ban Treaty Intersessional Meeting, Geneva, 15-18 June 2026 
 
 
Thank you, Madame President. 
 
Good morning. 
My name is Mirsad Tokić. I am from Croatia. 
I am a husband, a father, a landmine survivor, and a former deminer. 
For many years, I worked clearing mines. 
I knew the dangers. I had seen accidents. I had seen people injured and killed. 
 
Like every deminer, I went to work hoping to come home safely at the end of the day. 
On 27 March 2007, that did not happen. 
My team was clearing a minefield near the village of Nečven in Croatia. 
We believed there were many mines in the area and asked for a machine to help us. The 
machine did not come. 
Later that day, I stepped onto unsafe ground. 
There was an explosion. 
I lost part of my left leg. 
In a split second, my life changed. 
 
The months after the accident were difficult. 
There were operations. There was pain. There was recovery. 
There were questions about work, about my family, and about my future. 
But I was not alone. 
 
Doctors, rehabilitation workers, friends, and other survivors helped me. 
 
Support for survivors is so important. 
 
Survivors need rehabilitation. 
Survivors need support from other survivors who understand the experience. 
People need the chance to work and support their families. 
They need to know they still have a place in their community. 
 
I know what it means to live with mines. 
I know what it means to fear them. 
And I know what it means when land becomes safe again. 
That is why Croatia's completion means so much to me. 
 
When I was injured in 2007, many parts of Croatia were still contaminated. 
At times, it felt like the work would never end. 
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Today, Croatia is mine-free. 
 
This did not happen quickly. 
It took many years. 
It took hard work. 
It took commitment and political will. 
 
Croatia shows that completion is possible.  
Even when the problem looks too big, it can be solved.  
I am proud of what my country was able to do. And I hope other countries will soon follow its 
example. 
 
But removing the last mine is not the end of the story. 
Survivors are still here. 
Families are still here. 
The effects of mine accidents can last a lifetime.  
 
And yet some countries are forgetting these lessons. 
Last year, five countries made a mistake. They left this treaty so they could use mines on their 
own land. Mines that would make their people suffer. 
Two of these countries now also plan to produce MILLIONS of mines.  
Mines that will surely take the lives or legs of many innocent people.  
And in Ukraine – still a State Party - there is growing evidence of new use, and even production. 
We should not sit silently and let this happen. Too much is at stake.   
 
As someone whose life was changed by a landmine, I want to say something very simple. 
Mines take lives - mines do not save them.  
Mines will NOT stop a determined enemy. But they WILL stay on after wars end.  
Years later, they will still be there, waiting for a farmer, a child, a shepherd, or a deminer. 
That is why this Convention is important. 
That is why our work here matters so much. 
 
And that is why most of the world is still fully behind this Convention.  
And it is why we are so happy to hear that Lebanon has joined!  
Despite a grave threat from its neighbor, Lebanon chose to SAY NO to landmines.  
The countries that withdrew said they needed mines for self-defense.  
But Lebanon also needs to defend its people. They just want to do so smartly. Without using an 
old, blind, and cruel weapon.  
Without putting their children at risk.   
Congratulations Lebanon! And welcome to this family of states committed to protecting people 
in war. 
 
In closing Madame President, the ICBL asks all states to show the leadership we need to keep 
our treaty strong.  
We ask you all to speak out against any new production or use.  
We ask you to make sure no others leave, and all states still outside the treaty join soon.  
And we ask you to increase efforts to fully respect the convention, whether you are an affected 
state, a donor, or other.  
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Every mine cleared is one less danger. 
Every area released is one more community made safe. 
Every victim’s rights realized is a person empowered. 
 
And we are here this week to make that happen. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


